* 
. 
* FER a ; _ n 
r . N e eee : ä 
- L + 
a K : 


A 


Proteſtant” 8 AD DR ESS 


x 
TO THE 


PROTESTANTS 


OF 


IRELAND. 


Wherein ſome ſure Marhops are laid 


down, by which their Number may be en- 
_ creaſed, and that of the Papi/ts diminiſhed, 


Wo” fs 


| 


. 
Printed i in the Year M D CC LVIL 


. 


40 


' 


1 28 2 
— If. . Ü 


1 HR 


PREFACE. 


| \ \ 7 HOEVER conſiders the Nature of the Popiſh 


Religion, and the Multitudes of thoſe who are of 


that Perſuaſion in this Kingdom, mult ſee that we 


Proteſtants are not only obliged by all the ſtrongeſt Ties of 


Chriſtian Charity, but by the moſt neceſſary Regard to our 
own Safety, to endeavour by all equitable Methods to leſſen 


the Number of them. 


Notwithſtanding the late Addreſs of the Roman Catholicks 
of Ireland, we have the utmoſt Reaſon to fear that they 
have not as yet entirely thrown off thoſe deteſtible Prin- 
ciples of Perſecution and Rebellion on Account of Religion, 
which we were wont to aſcribe to their whole Church in 
general, but which the Author of this Addreſs would con- 
fine to the Court of Rome alone. We are not in Politicks 


as we are in Religion, always to take Mens Actions in the 
moſt favourable Light they will bear; no, the Rule is to 


be inverted here, we are in this Caſe always to fear the 


worſt, and to give no Credit to the faireſt Pretences, till 


we have thoroughly examined them, and found upon 
Trial that they deſerve our Belief. The Quietneſs of 
the Papiſts in this Country for upwards of ſixty Years, du- 


ring which Period two Rebellions were raiſed in our neigh- 


bouring Iſland, may have been owing to other Reaſons than 


to a Change of Opinion in this Particular. It may poſſibly 
have proceeded from a want of Power, or a convenient Op- 


portunity, or from a ConviCtion, that our Fate muſt follow 
that of England, or from ſome other prudential Motives. 


And when we indeed conſider that the Lawfulneſs, nay 


and the Merit too, of riſing againſt an heretical Government 
in Favour of their intended Catholiciſm, is fixed upon them 


by all the Means with which their Church can eſtabliſh an 
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Article of Faith. That it has been defined by what they 
eſteem a General Council, has frequently been put in Exe- 
cution by them, and had for ſome Ages an univerſal Conſent 
of, their Doctors, and that every Biſhop of theirs 1s obliged 
at his Conſecration to take an Oath, that he will to his 


Power, protect and enlarge the Royalties of his Lord the 
Pope, and perſecute and deſtroy all Hereticks ; and that they 
of this Kingdom, altho' often called upon for this Purpoſe, 


have never yet taken any proper Steps to aſſure us, that they 


have renounced theſe Principles; it remains, that we attri- 
bute this late commendable Behaviour of theirs, to ſome 


ſuch Cauſes as have been already mentioned, and not. to any 
real Alteration of their Opinion upon this Head, 


And how very dangerous it muſt be, to have ſuch a Num- 


ber of our People, Enemies to us and our Conſtitution 1s 


eaſy to ſee. 'They exceed us Proteſtants, I think nearly as 
two to one; and notwithſtanding the very different Notion, 


which many of our Religion have entertained of this Matter, 


this is the moſt that can in reality be allowed to them. It is 


out of Queſtion that the Inhabitants of Vier do very much 
exceed one fourth of our People, nay amount very nearly 
to a third Part of the whole *. If then we ſhall ſuppoſe the 
Proteſtants of the three other Provinces, to ſurpaſs the Num- 


ber of the Papiſts in the North, as I am convinced they do 
by ſuch a large Majority, as will make up what the others 
want of one full third ; this will bring the Difference between 
us to that Proportion at which I have already fixed it. And 
this upon the moſt exact Scrutiny, I am perſuaded will ap- 


pear to be the Truth. But even at this Way of Reckoning, 


their Majority is Matter of very ſerious Reflection to us. 


Such ſuperior Numbers with ſuch Kind of Principles, muſt 


ever make them dangerous Inmates; and they are more ef- 


pecially ſo at this Time. We are now engaged in an hitherto 


unſucceſsful War with France; which as it is on the one Hand 


the moſt ſubtil and powerful Nation in Europe, and moſt in- 


veterate againſt us, ſo on the other, has it the greateſt In- 
fluence upon them; there being no other which they ſo much 
_ admire, imitate, and would ſo blindly follow. 


_ * Houſes of Ireland in Watſon's Almanack, 1757. 
Leinfler 122900) 


. — 1 People, Ulſter is within 16500 Houſes of 


Connaught 47200; 
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| Beſides this, we have no Reaſon to think, that the Papiſts 
have grown leſs in their Proportion for many Years” paſt. 


Till the Charter Schools came in to our Aſſiſtance, Iam of 


Opinion that they rather encreaſed upon us. Our great In- 


difference to, or Neglect of this Matter, and their conſtant 


and careful Attention to it, together with their more early 


Marriages, have given them ſuch Advantages above us, as 
have more than ballanced thoſe which we had on our Side; 


and this I ſpeak from ſuch a Knowledge in the Affair, as 
leaves me no Room to doubt of its being a Truth. - 

It muſt, therefore, be of the greateſt Benefit to us Prote- 
ſtants, to have any Chriſtian Method pointed out, by which 
we may leſſen the Number of thoſe People, or make them 
leſs dangerous to us. And as this is a Matter, in which, I 
hope my Thoughts may be of ſome Service to the Publick, 


T have ſat down to give an Account of them. But were it 


not that the preſent very dangerous Situation of our Affairs 
affords me a Proſpect of meeting with ſome Attention from 


my fellow Proteſtants, I had never undertaken the Work; 
fo univerſally prevailing has been our Indifference to this 


Matter, for a long Time paſt, ſo ſtupidly Criminal is our 


Neglect of it. 


kf in any Thing I ſhall be judged to have ſpoken freely, it 


is what I intended to do; if in any Thing I ſhall give Offence, 
it is what I wiſh not, and would have avoided if I could. But 
there is no curing fuch a deep and rancorous Sore without 


Probing it to the Bottom; and if in the doing of this, a 
Patient or two ſhall wince or cry out, I ſhall not think, I 
have acted cruelly by him: Or to ſpeak without a Metaphor, 


as I ſhall ſay nothing but Truth, I ſhall not value the Diſ- 


obliging, (if it ſhall ſo happen) a few unreaſonable Perſons, 
when their Behaviour is very injurious to the Nation, and 
the detecting of it, may prove a conſiderable Good to the 


whole. 
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that of the Laity: 
_ proſper together; and your Obligations in Conſcience are 


ADDRESS. 


GNA of the Clergy, I firſt Addreſs my 


ſelf to you, becauſe you are more intereſted in this 

Matter than any others, and are the People upon 

whom 1t principally depends, to promote or to deſtroy. my 
Scheme. | Your Safet oy is in this more nearly concerned than 
our Religion and you muſt periſh or 


greater than theirs. You have taken upon you the Office 


of miniſtring to the Church of Chriſt, and are thereby 


bound to Teach and Watch over it for the Salvation of it's 


Members, as they that muſt give an Account of them to that 


good God, who being a Lover of all his Creatures, ſo muſt 


he be in the higheſt Degree, a Lover of Souls; and who will 


therefore ſeverely require at your Hands, all thoſe which 
ſhall be deſtroyed by any Fault or Neglect of your's. 


The Cauſe which you are concerned in is ſuch in every 


Reſpect, as to deſerve and demand the utmoſt Warmth of 


your Affe ctions. The Religion which you Profeſs is ſo ratio- 

nally and truly Chriſtian, and that which you are to oppoſe is 
ſo diametrically oppoſite to both theſe Characters, that as the 
one is worthy of all your Love, ſo does the other deſerve a 


proportionable Degree of your Averſion. I know indeed, that 


this Zeal which I would recommend to you, has of Inte: been 
mightily decried among us as a very wrong and pernicious 


Thing, which has had ſuch an unhappy Effect, that many 


of our People who pretend to be moſt knowing, prefer a 
Coolneſs of Temper, or rather indeed, an Indifference about 
all religious Matters, to that Glow and Ardour which I would 
rajſe in your Breaſts. It is not to be denied that much Mil- - 
chief has been occaſioned to the World by religious Zeal, 
when miſguided; but it is to be denied, that it therefore 
either ought” to be or can be extinguiſhed. The Affections 
which God hath given us are moſt neceſſary Parts of our 
Nature, and are not to be deſtroyed, but to be duly regulated; 


to — kept to thoſe proper Objects and Bounds, which Rea- 


ſon 
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_ fon and Religion ſhall point out to us. What is good is to 
be loved, and what appears good to us we are made to 
love, and this with a Degree of Deſire proportioned to the 
Good we expect from it, This is the great Cauſe of all 
our Actions, and to deſtroy this Cauſe, if it could be done, 


would be to make us a Set of moſt uſeleſs and inſignificant 
Creatures, who would be utterly unfitted for the moſt ma- 


terial Buſineſs of this, and the other Life, and uncapable 


of performing any Thing uſeful or great. ME 
And thus it is that our Religion, in all Things emphati- 


. cally true, diſdains the cool Refinements of Philoſophy, and 


is ſo far from blaming a Zeal according to Knowledge, 
that it has recommended it in many Inſtances, and condemned 


the Want of it as a high Depravity of our Nature *, 
And if this Ardour of Mind has, when miſguided, pro- 
duced a great deal of Evil to the World, ſo muſt it be 


confeſſed by all Chriſtians, when properly regulated, to have 
brought forth an infinitely greater Good, It was an incon- 


ceivable Degree of this Warmth that begat Chriſtianity, 


and it is owing to the' ſame that we now enjoy and exult in 
t's glorious and enlivening Light. Since then the Cauſe in 
which we are engaged is ſuch, that our Conſciences, our tem- 
poral Felicity, the Honour of Chriſtianity and the Good of 
Souls are ſo nearly concerned in it, we ought in this Caſe 


to entertain and exert a Zeal proportionable to the vaſt Im- 
portance of the Thing. | # | 
And the Reaſon why I have been recommending this ex- 


traordinary Fervour to you, is becauſe it is as requiſite as 1t 
is juſt; and you will never be able to do any conſiderable 
Good to the Proteſtant Cauſe without always having a large 
Share of it fervently glowing in your Breaſts. The Work 
you are to undertake, Reverend Sirs, is yery difficult; it 
requires a great deal of Reading and Knowledge to make 


you Maſters of it; you have the Weakneſs of our corrupted 
Nature to fight againſt you, and you have an active and fu- 


rious Zeal to contend with: A Zeal, which as it leaves n@ 


Means whatſoever unattempted ſtill further to prejudice 
their own bigotted People, ſo neither to pervert the Pro- 


teſtants, and to inveigle them over to the Church of 
Rome, g | 2 


= Rom, 10. 2. Gal. 4. 8. 2 Cor. 7. 11. Jade ver. 3. Rev. 
3. 16. e 
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The greateſt Part of the little Learning which our Romi ſb 


Prieſts poſſeſs, is the Knowledge of the Controverſy between 
them and us, as it may be moſt ſucceſsfully managed with 


the Vulgar; and without being well acquainted with this 
Matter alſo, you will not be able to do any Service to 
the Proteſtant Cauſe, but may have your Attempts to pro- 
mote it turned into an unhappy Obſtruction to it. To be 
properly prepared for preſerving your o- n People, and 
much more for making any Converts among the others, you 
ought to have carefully ſtudied the beſt Writers on our 


Side of the Queſtion, and indeed, if you would make your- 


ſelf in any Manner perfect in this Knowledge, to have con- 
ſidered alſo what has been ſaid by the other Party. And 
this Latter is the more neceſſary at this Time; becauſe 


| you have now to do with a Set of Men, who find it more 


cal in many Particulars to palliate than to defend their 


Belief. Who, either out of Ignorance of their own Reli- 
gion, or ſome other culpable Motive, will deny that in 


their Speech and Writings, which their Church certainly 
teaches, and the Bulk of their Communion do every Day 
practiſe. And when you have by theſe Means made your- 
ſelves thoroughly acquainted with the Natures of the 
two Religions, you will find your own to be, ſo true, ſo 
pure, in every reſpect, as to deſerve the higheſt Degree of 
your Eſteem and Love, and the other to be on the con- 


trary, ſo impure and falſe, as to merit an equal Propor- 


tion of your Hatred or Diflike ; and you will alſo find, that 


as you are therefore obliged in Confcience by all honeſt 
* Means to oppoſe the latter, ſo likewiſe to propagate the 
former, and to do all in your Power to make it prevail, 
and be embraced by all Kinds of People. 


* 


But, then, that Purity of our Faith, which will ſo ex- 


ceedingly recommend it to every ſenſible virtuous Chri- 
ſtian, will be one great Obſtacle to your making any Con- 
| yerts to it, and will ſometimes endanger the loſing of ſome 


your own Flock. Were Men not Men, but Angels, 


this could not be the Caſe, but fo long as the greater 


Part of them are indolent, or vicious, it cannot but hap- 
pen, that this bad Religion, which 1s ſo craftily adapted to 
make them eaſy in theſe Matters, ſhall greatly have the 


Advantage of that careful and ſevere Morality which you 


muſt recommend in it's Stead. That they are of an infal- 
lible Church which cannot err; that they are not there- 
fore to examine their Religion, or to judge for themſelves, 
but to believe implicitly, as that teaches them, (for even 
to 
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to doubt of the 'Truth of it, is a mortal Sin) that out 
of this Church there is no Salvation, but it is ſo eaſily and 
certainly. to be obtained in it, that the Prieſt can, if they 
will at all join with him, by performing his Office, un- 
doubtedly ſave their Souls. That there are ſome Sins fo 
ſlight and venial, that they do not incur the Anger of God, 
nor put a Man in Danger of Damnation. 'That the moſt 
grievous of Sins can be in a Moment wiped away by the 
Prieſt's Abſolution, when they have been confeſſed to him, 
with Sorrow for having committed them, ſo as to take a- 
way all the damnable Guilt of them. That the temporal 
Puniſhment which remains due for them, may be done a- 


way by performing the Penance which has been appointed 


for theſe Sins; or, if by the Neglect of this, the Soul ſhould 
be ſent to Purgatory, it may, by a good Number of Maſſes, 
bought for this Purpoſe, be very much eaſed, and in Time, 
totally delivered from the Fire of it; or, the Thing may 
be at once done hy an Indulgence purchaſed from the Pope 
for a good Sum of Money ; or, even by a Friend's viſiting 
ſuch or ſuch a Church, or Shrine, and running over a 


Prayer or two for him upon the Saint's Feſtival. That 


to be preſent at Maſs, although you join not in any of the 
Prayers, is to partake of a Sacrifice which is propitiatory 
for the Sins of the Dead and of the Living. That the 
doing of the Work is all; that you may hire others to 
Pray, or Faſt for you, with equal Benefit as if the Thing 

was done by yourſelf. That a Man may do more than is 

neceſſary for his own Salvation, and thereby deſerve Grace 
and Favour for others. That the Church is hereby en- 
dowed with a large Fund of Merit, which the Pope may 
diſtribute to thoſe who have not done enough for them- 
ſelves. That by joining yourſelf to ſuch or ſuch a Fra- 
ternity, you partake of all the Merits of that Brother- 
hood; That the having your Body buried in the Habit 
of ſuch a religious Order, will fo fright away -the Devil, 
that he ſhall not dare to meddle with you. That you can by 
Vows of Continence, Poverty, and forſaking the World, by 
your Faſtings, Alms, Mortifications, Pilgrimages, Prayers, 
and Converſion of Infidels or Hereticks, go immediately to 
Heaven after your Death, where you ſhall have great Power 
to do Good or Evil to the People of this World; that you 
ſhall by theſe Means deſerve to be beatified and made a 
Saint by the Pope, to have your Image ſet up in Churches, 
and to be worſhipped publickly and privately by Prayers, 
Praiſes, and rich Offerings, provided that theſe are not 
given 


10 
given to you as being God, but as a Man. That your 
Prieſt is ſo great a Perſon as that he can make God by 
pronouncing three or four Words. That as he can by the 
fore mentioned Means, almoſt certainly ſave your Soul, ſo 
can he unavoidably damn it, if he pleaſes; for you have 
neither been baptized, nor abſolved, nor have received any 
Sacrament, unleſs he has intended that you ſhould. 

Theſe Things, and many more, which I might have in- 


ſerted, will eaſily ſhew you, Gentlemen, that you will 
have a very hard Taſk upon your Hands, when you un- 
dertake to convert any of the Papiſts to our Belief, and 


many Times alſo to prevent ſome of your own People 
from being perverted to theirs ; when inſtead of theſe you 
are to teach them, that they are to work out their own 
Salvation with Care and Fearfulneſs; that they are to read 
their Bible, examine their Religion, and judge for themſelves 
to the. beſt of their power; that nothing but internal Pu- 
rity and Holineſs can render any of their Services accept- 
able to their God; that there is no compenſating for a wicked 
Life by any other Means whatſoever; that this Life is the 
only Seaſon allowed to them to work in, that ſuch as 
Death finds them, ſuch will their State remain for ever, 
without any poſſible Alteration. That no other Man's 
Righteouſneſs, or Works, can be of any Benefit to them; 
that nothing but a virtuous Life, or ſuch a timely Re- 
pentance as makes a real Reformation in them, can pro- 


cure them the Favour. of God, or ſave them from his 


Wrath and everlaſting Damnation; that the ſaving Merits 
of their Redeemer's Death is applicable to their Souls only, 


on the Conditions of Faith, and this thorough Reformation, 


and that all their Clergy can do for them, is to declare 


theſe Terms of Acceptance, and perſuade them to this 


timely Converſion. Although all theſe Proteſtant Tenets are 
ſo palpably pure and true, and thoſe others of the Church of 


 Reme ſo manifeſtly abſurd and falſe, that no Man would en- 
dure them who was acquainted with the Goſpel, and had 


formed his religious Principles upon what he had found in it, 
vet, as the Generality of Mankind are ſo exeedingly prone 
to Negligence and Vice, and will be glad therefore, and 
ready to embrace any Scheme, which ſhall make their Hap- 
pinels in the next Life, conſiſtent with their indulging their 


vile and vicious Inclinations in this, as the Wickedneſs of 


theſe Principles makes a large amends for the Abſurdity 
of them in diſſolute Minds, and as theſe Opinions are like- 
wiſc ſo well fitted to gain upon the Ignorance and Fear- 
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fulneſs of ſome, and the ſpiritual Pride of others, who are 
of a more ſevere and enthuſiaſtick Temper; it cannot but 
happen, that this bad Religion which is ſo craftily accommo- 


dated to the Foibles of Mankind, will not only harden a 
great many of -their People beyond all Power of Convic- 
tion, but will alſo frequently endanger the Loſs of ſome 
of your's, who by a careleſs and proflicate Life, have given 
ſuch Arguments a great and fatal Hold upon them. And 


this Reaſoning is ſo frequently verified by Facts, and has 


done ſo much Damage to the Proteſtant Cauſe, that he 
muſt be very little acquainted with theſe Matters, who 


has not known by Experience the fatal Effects of it. 


But, beſide this, you will have a furious and active Zeal 
to contend with: A Zeal, that never ſuffers either the Prieſt 
or his People to be at reſt; but as it fills them with the 
deepeſt Prejudices in Favour of their own Religion, ſo does 
it conſtantly ſend them Abroad, to propagate their Prin- 


ciples among our People; and to urge their Arguments, which 


however falſe, and long ſince confuted, are very plauſible, 


with ſuch a Confidence as is very apt to ſtagger weak 


Proteſtants, and does indeed frequently deceive many of 


them. And what Good can be expected; nay, rather 


what Miſchief may not be feared, when the Attack is 
made with ſuch Perſeverance and Eagerneſs by the one 
Party, and 1s oppoſed by the other with ſuch an Indif- 


ference or total Neglect? It is indeed eaſy to ſee, that we 


ſhall never be able to preſerve our own People, much 
leſs to convert any of theirs, till we have tranſplanted _ 
ſome of that Zeal which rages in their Breaſts with ſuch 


a pernicious Fury, that like a devouring Fire 1t .deſtroys 


every Thing within it's Reach, into the more cool and 
moderate Regions of our own Hearts, where, under the 
Guidance of Reaſon, and pure Religion, it may be made only 
to warm and enliven, and to do good to the World. Con- 
ſider, Gentlemen, that the ſuperior Excellency of our 
Principles requires a ſuperior Affection to them; that you 
have the Love of Mankind, the Fear of God, the Impoſ- 
ſibility of your being ſaved as Men, without being juſtified 
as diligent and faithful Clergymen, the much better Proviſion 
that is made for your Subſiſtence, and the ſhameful Re- 
flection that a bad Cauſe, in ſuch poor and weak Hands, 
ſhould prevail againſt' ſo good a One in the . Managemert 
of ſuch knowing and reſpectable Perſons : Conſider, that 


. you have all theſe Things to warm and invigorate your 


Zeal, and let therefore- your Ardour in it be equal to the 
high Importance and Merit of the Thing. And 


—— — 
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And when you have thus properly engaged your Aﬀec- 
tions in the Cauſe, you will not think much of any Trouble 
that may be neceſſary to preſerve your own People, or 
to gain upon any of theirs. Inſtead of quitting your Cure, 
and running up to Dublin to ſpend your Time in e 
0 


or to hunt after Preferment, by attending the Levies 
the Great, you will reſide upon your Living, if you can 
by any Means do it; you will, if you happen to be ſettled 


in a popiſh Country, and it is hardly poſſible, but you muſt 
have a good many Papiſts in your Flock, you will. care- 
fully read over the Controverſy between them and us; 


you will digeſt as well as you can, the moſt material and 


ſtriking Parts of it into conciſe Tracts; and will be fre- 


quent as Occaſion ſhall require, in delivering them from 


the Pulpit, till you have hereby given your Hearers a com- 


petent Knowledge of the Points in Diſpute : You will be- 


ſides this go much Abroad among your People; you will 


diligently watch over them, and find out thoſe that are 
in Danger of being deceived by the crafty Emiſſaries of 


Rome, and guard them againſt their Attempts by clear Ar- 
guments adapted to their ſeveral Wants and Abilities ; 


and you will be careful to have their Children educated in 


a proper Knowledge of Chriſtianity, ſuch as their Bible and 


our pure Church ſets forth. By theſe Means, you will 
make your People knowing in their Religion, and raiſe 


their Minds to the moſt ardent Love of it, for it is worthy 
of this Love; and from hence ſo reaſonably and thoroughly 


attached to it, that they will be immoveable in it. And, 


by theſe Means alſo, may you ſometimes make Repriſals 
upon the Church of Rome, and by your Knowledge and 
Induſtry win over ſome of their People to our Belief. 

And here, I cannot but lament, that for want of this 


: Learning in our Clergy, or Zeal for our Cauſe, many of 


our moſt ignorant Converts remain ſo ill inſtructed, that it 
is to be feared, their Hearts have never thoroughly been 


turned to us; and no Wonder, when there has never been 


the leaſt Care taken to inform their Minds, or convince 
them of the apparent Truth of that Religion which they 


have embraced, but they are entirely left to themſelves, 


to pick up any Kind of Knowledge of the Arguments in 
it's Fawour, or to relapſe into an Attention only to thoſe 
againſt it, to their old Prejudices, and to the Arts of their 
former Prieſts. Fa 
I know, from whatever Cauſe it has proceeded, the preach- 


ing upon the Controverſy between Rome and us, has long ſince 


been 
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been baniſhed from our Pulpits; and I am ſenſible that a 
Clergyman cannot now enter upon theſe Points without be- 
ing thought Singular, and running the Riſque of giving 
Offence to the moſt genteel Part of his Congregation ; but 1 
cannot ſee the Reaſonableneſs of this Proceeding, on the 

contrary, to me it appears ill founded, and productive of a 
great many evil Conſequences ; for is it that the treating of 
theſe Matters will require a maſterly Hand to do it well, 
and that it were better to let them alone than to have them 
handled in an improper Manner? Why the Thing is 'ac- 
knowledged ; but then we have ſuch a Number of the moſt 
able Writers on our Side, who have wrote of all the Points 
in Diſpute between the Church of Rome and us, in ſuch a 
clear and maſterly Manner, that it muſt be an eaſy Matter 
for a Man of tollerable Abilities and Application, (and this 
is what I ſhall ſuppoſe all our Clergy to be capable of) to 
make ſuch a Collection from hence, as will be always ex- 
ceedingly uſeful to their People, as I know that it is much 
wanted by them. Or is it that the better, I ſhould have faid, 
the moſt genteel Part of the Congregation, muſt be ſup- 
poſed ſo knowing, as to want no Inſtruction in theſe Matters. 
Why if this was the Caſe, they might however bear for half 
an —_ in a Quarter of a Year, to have theſe Things re- 


peated over for the Benefit of the more unlearned Part of 
the Audience. a: 


But with all due Deference to the great Knowledge of this 
Age, I do not think our preſent ſet of Gentry excel in Learn- 
ing their Proteſtant Forefathers as to this particular; and yet 
theſe were contented, nay and pleaſed to, with frequently 
hearing Diſcourſes of an Hour long upon this Subject, and 
were afterwards very careful in reading and conſidering the 
Arguments on both Sides; nay, I have known ſome People 
to go fo far as to affirm, that the preſent Gentry themſelves, 
might be much benefited by ſuch Diſcourſes, that they are 
not ſo well acquainted as they ought to be with the different 
Natures and Foundations of the two Religions, as their 
Progenitors were, and that this is the Reaſon why they never 
ſhew any greater Regard to the Reformation, than by a 
Number of Proteſtant Bumper Toaſts, to get Drunk in the 
Cauſe ; nay more, ſome People have gone yet much farther, 
and doubted if a Change of Intereſt ſhould happen, whether 
ſome of theſe Gentry might not be Ignorant and Careleſs 
enough, to be perverted by the Arguments in Favour of the 
Church of Rome; or, at leaſt, whether they might think it 

| Worth 


being perverted to the Romiſh Superſtition. 


a very few of you have fallen; namely, the ft] retaining 
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worth their while to Sacrifice their Lives and Fortunes, not 
' over a Bottle or in an Addreſs, but in good earneſt in the 
Field or at a Stake, in Support of a Religion which they had 


been bred up with ſome little liking to, but did indeed neithet 
Underſtand or Love; but without ſubſcribing to ſuch ſevere 
Cenſures, it will I ſuppoſe be allowed me, that the lower 
Kind of People muſt neceſſarily require much Inſtruction in 


theſe Matters; that without a Knowledge of their Proteſtant 
Faith, as well as a Zeal for it, they will never be a Match 


for the Cunning and Confidence of the Popiſh Prieſts, and 


that our Clergy can only by preaching directly againſt their 


Tenets, ever furniſh them with a Meaſure of this Knowledge 
equal to their Wants, and put them out of the Power of 

Or1s it, that the continual Clamours of the Deiſts and 
Arians, have made you think it Unchriſtian and Immoral to 


preach upon controverſial Points: Why, Gentlemen, it- would 
be as fooliſh in you to be caught by this Bait, as it is diſhoneſt _ 


in them to throw it out to you: For do they not all of them 


do this very Thing, which they would thus Diſcountenance 


in you ? Are they not every Day publiſhing Books filled with 


the moſt crafty and virulent InveCtives againſt your Religion? 
And is it not in thoſe very Books that this Acquieſcence is 
recommended to you ? Do they not take every Opportunity 


of declaiming both publickly and privately againſt your 
Faith? Nay, and have not ſome of the Latter lately ventured 


into your Pulpits, and vented their haterodox Opinions from 
that Place, into which they could never have obtained an 


Entrance, but by declaring in the moſt ſolemn Manner 


_ againſt, and renouncing theſe very Opinions? And when every 


other Sect alſo takes the ſame Liberty, are you only to be 
debarred from it and continue in ſilence ? No, Sirs, you are 
to the utmoſt of your Power to counteract their Attempts, 
and to be as frequent and earneſt in defending and ſupporting 


the Truth, as they are reſtleſs in their Endeavours to deſtroy 
it; a Thing this fo palpably juſt and reaſonable, that it 
is to be wondered how the contrary Practice could prevail 
among you Gentlemen, as it mult be acknowledged to have 


done for ſome Lime paſt. | 
And here, altho' it may ſcem not ſo pertinent to the Matter 


in Hand, I cannot let this Opportunity ſlip me of warning 


you againſt the Principles and Practices of our Arian Clergy, 
into which it is well for you and for our Religion too, that but 
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in their Hands thoſe Benefices, which they only at firſt got 


Poſſeſſion of, by declaring againſt and renouncing in the moſt 


ſolemn Manner, thoſe very Principles which they now Pro- 
feſs, and the being ready to do this again as often as they can 
get any Preferment by it; the publickly writing againſt 


theſe Doctrines, which they did hereby give Aſſurance to the 
Community, that they would Teach, and only Teach to the 


World. The condemning as Blafphemons and Idolatrous, that 
Service and thoſe Prayers which they muſt almoſt as con- 
ſtantly uſe, as they perform any Office in our Liturgy; and 
the ſupporting of their Cauſe by fuch Methods as theſe; 


namely, the inſiſting upon the old Arguments for it, only it 


may be put into a new Dreſs, without ſhewing the inſuffici- 
ency of theſe Replies, which long ſince have been given to 
them; the profeſſing the moſt diſintereſted Regard to the 
Truth, nay, and ſometimes declaring to the World, that 
they will either publickly vindicate or retract their Opinions 
if any Anſwer be given to them, and yet when this is done 
moſt clearly, and they are charged Home with the moſt 


culpable Ignorance or Diſhoneſty in many of the moſt mate- 


rial Inſtances, the neglecting to perform their Promiſes in 
either Particular, and inſtead of this, the having Recourſe 


to little angry and abuſive Invectives, with which to ſupport 


that Doctrine which they are not able to maintain by an 


better Methods; and all this Time villifying the reſt of their 


Brethren, and charging them with Prejudice, Bigottry, and 


a perſecuting Spirit, only becauſe they will not be convinced 


by ſuch Reaſonings, nor follow them in ſuch unwarrantable 
Proceedings. OY b 


For theſe are ſuch Doings, as no Man who is not deeply 


prejudiced in Favour of their Scheme, can look upon in any 
other Light than a ſcandalous Evaſion of ill theſe Obliga- 
tions which ought to be held moſt inviolable among Men; 


and they muſt either end in a ſpeedy Perverſion of your 
Faith and People, or in a ſettled and deep Contempt of 


their Teachers, their crafty or their careleſs Teachers; 
neither of which I am perſuaded can be brought about, but to 
the Ruin of the Proteſtant Religion; ſuch a Weakneſs will 


it ſhew in your Faith, or ſuch a Diſhoneſty in your Practice. 
But to return to my Subject, if I have indeed digreſſed from 
it, in cenſuring a Se that would by ſuch Means perſwade us 
into the Worſhip of Creatures, and yet rail at the Idolatry 
of Rome, and the Arts of its deceitful Prieſts. - 2 


And to encourage you, Gentlemen, to this laborious Taſk 


of ſaving your own People, or of converting the Papiſts, I 


have 
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have a Reward to offer to you, which is infinitely ſuperior to 
any Difficulty or Lols you can ſuſtain by it. I have the Fa- 
vour of your God to promiſe to you, who has ſhewn ſo great 
a Regard to this Buſineſs, of turning Men from Ignorance, 


| Superſtition and Idolatry, to the Knowledge of the true Reli- 


gion, and the Worſhip of him the only God; that he made 
this a principal Part of the Miſſion, not only of the Apoſtles 
and Prophets, but even of his only begotten and eternal Son; 


and he will therefore receive your pious Endeavours to ſerve 


him in this Way with a high Degree of his ineſtimabte 
Favour, and Crown you with a Reward hereafter proportio- 
nable to the Goodneſs and Acceptableneſs of your Work ; 
for altho' I will not ſay that the Superſtition and Idolatry of 


_ Chriſtian Rome, are as bad as thoſe of the Pagan, yet I will 
 fay that the Romaniſts are Guilty of them both, and altho? 
it be in a leſs Degree, yet in a more provoking Manner; 
and that your Attempts therefore to preſerve or convert the 
People from theſe Errors, will be of the ſame Nature with 


that of the Apoſtles and their great Maſter, and therefore 
in ſuch a Meaſure agreeable to our holy and good Creator; 
who, becauſe he would have Men to be happy hereafter, 


would have them ſerve him, and him only, in all inward 


Purity and Holineſs here, and not to think Religion to be a 
Piece of Conjuration, which the Prieſt is to perform for us; 
nor truſt to his Abſolution or the Merits of others for our 
Salvation, nor make ten Prayers to the Virgin Mary for one 
that is made to Chriſt. I 

T could wiſh alſo, that I had it in my Power to encourage 
you further to this Work, by aſſuring you that it was the 
beſt, or indeed even a likely Means of gaining you Prefer- 
ment in the Church; for as we are made always to deſire 
Happineſs, it is neither unreaſonable nor criminal, but a due 
Compliance with our Nature, to defire that which is Good 
in this World, as well as that which will make us happy 


for ever in the Life to come; but I muſt not ſo deal with 


you, I mean not to deceive but to ſpeak the 'Truth, and 


muſt therefore Declare, that it is by Methods very different 


from a conſcientious Diſcharge of your Duty, that you are 


| like to promote yourſelves in the World; but it would be 


too invidious an Undertaking to point them out. Much of 
this has certainly been always practiſed in the World, but 
never I believe ſo much in theſe Nations ſince the Refor- 


mation as at this Time, and I ſhall therefore take Notice 
3 


That 


117 
That thoſe powerful Men, who are Infidels and Enemies 


to Chriſtianity, ſhould prefer ſuch Men as will either be of 


no Uſe, or elſe a Diſgrace to it, is not to be wondered at; 
it is the ſureſt and beſt Method they can take to deſtroy this 
Religion; but it is utterly unaccountable how thoſe that 
believe in Chriſt, and have any Regard to his Faith, ſhould 


think it an innocent Thing to procure or beſtow the Prefer- 


ments of this Church as they ſhall pleaſe, without having . 
any Regard to the long Service, Worth or Fitneſs of the 
Man, but ſhall be totally guided in it, by Affinity, Intereſt, 


Solicitation 3 or, it may be, by ſome menial or baſe Service. 


Go into the Company of thoſe profligate Men, whoſe 


Wickedneſs has made it their Intereſt, that there ſhould be 


no Truth in the Goſpel ; and you will find the negligent and 
bad Lives of the Clergy to be the grand Argument with 


- which they ſupport themſelves in their Unbelief and licentious 


Manners : but altho' their Charges againſt the whole Body, 
as far as I could ever ſee, are entirely void of Truth, the Be- 
haviour of the Generality of them being ſuch, as to merit 


the higheſt Regard and Eſteem of their People; yet from 


the great Number they conſiſt of, the prevailing Corruption 
of the Age, and the little Care that is taken to encourage the 


worthy Man, it is not to be denied that there are ſome of 


the Clergy, who give Cauſe for the Reflections which are 
unjuſtly caſt upon them all. And will then any Chriſtian 


Patron think it an innocent Matter, that beſides the negle& 


of Souls which he hereby Occaſions, he alſo contributes to, 
and 1s indeed himſelf, one principal Source of that Impiety 
both in Practice and Principle, which has been for W 
Years paſt pouring in upon us with ſo mighty a Torrent, 


that if it ſhould continue to do ſo for any Time to come, 


it muſt overwhelm us all with a general Ruin? Will any 
Chriſtian indeed think this an indifferent or innocent Matter, 


when ſuch very dangerous and ſpreading Evils are occaſioned 
by it? If he will, his Ignorance is fo palpable, that it can 
never plead his excuſe. No, he errs and is criminal too in 


the higheſt Degree by ſuch a baſe Behaviour ; it is a ſure 


Way to make all Manner of Wickedneſs prevail, till at the 


laſt we ſhall have nothing but Infidels, or nothing but Papiſts, 
left among us. a - 

But I know that our Layman will endeavour to vindicate 
himſelf by bidding us turn our Eyes to the ſpiritual Rulers 
of our Church, and obſerve how they behave in this Matter ; 
and I know too, for it is talked of in every Company, that our 

B : profligate 
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ptofligate Gentry are ever comforting themſelves in their 


_ own Impiety and Vices, by abuſing theſe our Church Rulers 


for their bad Conduct in this particular, and concluding from 
hence, that they do not really believe one Syllable of that 
Religion, which they are ſo munificently hired to Teach. 
A dreadful Charge indeed, but beyond all Doubt utterly falſe 
as to the Concluſion. But if there be ſome that are guilty 
in this Way, there are others who are Innocent. I have my- 
ſelf known ſome late Examples of a moſt diſintereſted Virtue 


exerciſed upon this Occaſion, and a better Acquaintance with 


the Reſt would perhaps have furniſhed me with a Knowledge 
of ſome more : but it is not ſo with them all. I would be 
glad indeed to throw a Vail over this Matter, and if I could, 
to cover from Obloquy the moſt ſacred Character in the 
Chriſtian Church: but the Thing is not to be done: if it be 


unknown to themſelves, it is only to them that it is ſo. It is 


every where obſerved, every where ſpoken againſt, and that 
with ſuch Detriment to their Reputation and Religion, that 
there is no pretending to palliate this too prevailing Evil. For 
altho' this be a Fault to which we are ſo ſtrongly tempted 
by the Weakneſs of our Nature, that it has a very good 
Claim to our Pity and Forgiveneſs, and ſome Indulgence in 
it will always be allowed by every conſidering Perſon; yet as 
the Thing is wrong in it ſelf, as the Cuſtom is every Day 
growing to a more unjuſtifiable Exceſs, and as it is productive 
of the moſt fatal Effects to the Civil Society, the Intereſts 
of Chriſtianity and the Salvation of Souls, they ought to be 
warned of their Error, and have it ſet before them in ſuch 
a Light, that they may learn to avoid it for the Future. 
But I know not how it happens, that ſome of them ſeem to 
think that they may as well turn to their own private Emo- 
lument, thoſe Benefices which they are obliged to give away, 
as thoſe Revenues which they are allowed to retain : but if 
this be their Way of thinking, IJ muſt inform them, that they 
are abſolutely ſingular in it, and that all the Reſt of the 


World are of a quite different Opinion. The common Notion 


is, that this Power was conferred upon them as a ſacred 


Truſt, by which they, who are ſuppoſed to be beſt acquainted 


with the Merits of their Clergy, ſhould encourage Virtue, 
Learning and Diligence among them, and thereby promote 
the Salvation of the Souls committed to the Care of them 


both, and not make a private Property of it. This is the 
8 Notion of all the People, and their Notion is juſt. 


e are aſſured from the Goſpel, that the Power I am 
ſpeaking 
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ſpeaking of, was intruſted with them by Chriſt, not ſolely 
for their own private Good, but for the Edification and Be- 
nefit of his Church, which is to be governed by them ; and 
the ſame Thing is as manifeſt from the Laws of the Land: 
Hence it is, that the ſelling of any Church Living is pro- 
hibited under the ſevereſt Penalties; and that the Biſhop, 
when he gives Inſtitution to a Pariſh, does, as I am informed, 
deliver the Right of Poſſeſſion to the Man as a Part of his 
own Cure. V | 
How very wrong and ſhameful muſt it therefore be, for 4 
Perſon of ſo ſacred a CharaQter, to negle& the old worthy 
Curate, and to leave him to pine away his Life upon the 
' miſerable Pittance of half an Enſign's Pay, or even of an 

upper Servant in a polite Family, who for twenty or thirty; 

or even perhaps for forty Years together, has diſtinguiſhed 

| himſelf by his Virtue, Learning, and conſcientious Diſcharge 
of his Duty, ſo as to be the Darling of his own People, 
and to have gained the Eſteem of every one who is ac- 
quainted with him; whilſt he every Day ſees other young 
Fellows ſuddenly puſhed up into the higheſt and richeſt ' 
Perferments, who have given no Signs of any ſuch Worth, 

it may be indeed, have given abundant Demonſtrations of 
the Contrary, only becauſe they have a better Intereſt, 
were more powertully. recommended, or are the Sons or 
Relations, or are married to ſome Relation, or it may be 

to a favourite Maid of the Family. Shall theſe Things, 
indeed, be practiſed by a Man that has dedicated himſelf to 
the peculiar Service of God, has taken upon him to watch 
over his Church for the Salvation of all his People, as being 
appointed by Chriſt for this very Purpoſe, and has all the 
Obligations that Laws Divine or Datta can lay upon him, 
to make him act in a quite different Manner? Were the 

Fleet or the Army to be managed in the ſame Way, the 
Nation could not ſubſiſt under it. And that our Religion is 
not yet wholly ruined, is owing to this, that this utter Neg-' 
lect of Merit is not as yet become quite general, nor has 
been praCtiſed ſo long as to introduce all theſe Evils which it 
is naturally productive of. The preſent Set of Clergy entered 

into the Church when they had a better Proſpect, and whilſt 
they continue in it, this pernicious Neglect cannot Occaſion 
much of it's evil Conſequences : but a new ſet of Men muſt 
ſoon fill up their Places; and what we are to expect from 
hence 15 manifeſt, by the preſent State of our College ; which 
does not at this Time contain half the Number of Nan, 
B 2 | at 
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that ſtudied in it twenty Years ago; nor will thoſe among 


them who deſign to qualify themſelves for officiating at the 
Altar, be ſufficient to ſupply half the Vacancies which muſt 
happen in the Service of it. Nor is this to be wondered at; 


for can it be expected, that any Man will undertake ſuch a 


Courſe of Study, as ſhall with School and College probably 


coſt him 500 J. conſume all his Time till he is four or five 


and twenty Years of Age, and diſable him from following 
any other Buſineſs afterwards, ſhall require that he ſhould 


appear like a Gentleman, and yet not give him more than 
40 or 50 J. a Year, perhaps for his whole Life, and it may 


be for the Support of a Family too? Is it ſo well with Reli- 


gion among us at this Time, that we can expect many of 


our Youth of the greateſt Abilities, Virtue and Application, 
will take upon them that moſt dangerous of all Callings, the 


Cure of Souls, under all theſe Diſcouragements? Or that 


their Parents who muſt at firſt have the Direction of their 
Education, will permit them to do ſo? No certainly, but they 


will throw them into any other Buſineſs, which will require 
leſs Expence and Time to fit them for it, and will be like 


to give them a more profitable Return in the carrying it on. 
And if there be already ſuch a manifeſt Decay of Religion 
among us, both in Principle and Practice, what are we to 
expect, when the Clergy of the eſtabliſhed Church are moſtly 
made up of low illiterate People, who have never had a 
Collegiate Education, or of thoſe who have received it at 
the Univerſities of Edinburgh or Glaſgow, and have been 


thereby bred up in a hearty Deteſtation of all theſe Inſtitutes, 
Which they are in our Church to profeſs and teach to our 
People? But the Proſpect is too horrible to be dwelt upon. 
Let them then conſider ſeriouſly of this, who have already 
contributed by a moſt criminal Neglect, ſo far to introduce 

theſe Evils among us, as to make them almoſt unavoidable 


in a ſmall Courſe of Years. But on the other Hand, were 
there a proper Regard ſhewn to the Behaviour of the Clergy, 


in beſtowing Preferments, were Virtue, Diligence, Abilities, 
and Knowledge, properly rewarded ; and Viciouſneſs, Igno- 


rance and Neglect of Duty diſcountenanced in the ſame Pro- 


portion; we might ſoon hope to ſee a new Face of Things 


introduced among us, which would then be as fair and pro- 
miſing, as it is now black and diſmal, and even frightful to 
every conſiderate Beholder. — 5 - 

And let no One think that this is foreign to the Buſi- 
neſs upen which I ſet out, We have ſeen that the en- 
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. creaſe of Popery can only be prevented by a vigorous Diſ- 


charge of the clerical Duty; and, I am farther to obſerve, 
that the caſting off all religious Principles is a ſure Way 
to promote it alſo. The Nature of Man is ſuch, that he 
will have ſome Religion or other; and when his Mind has 


been for ſome Time debaſed by a profligate Practice, the 


ſure Parent of Miſery, but is by fome Misfortune brought 
to a Senſe of it's Error ; the Popiſh Superſtition 1s then ſo 
exactly ſuited to his Condition and Temper, as being the 
beſt fitted of all others to give Peace to his troubled Con- 
ſcience, and to cheer him with the Hopes of Pardon 
and everlaſting Happineſs, that it has in this greatly the 
Advantage of the Proteſtant Principles, and can hardly fail 
of carrying the Man over to ſuch a ſaving Faith. And, 


this is ſo far from being an over curious Speculation, that 


it has been obſerved of many of our Infidel Writers, that 


they have given ſhrewd Marks of an Inclination to Popery, 


and ſhewed abundant Cauſe to ſuſpect them of a Deſign 
to further it by theſe Means. „„ 

And now, Gentlemen of the Laity, I turn myſelf to you; 
although you are no Teachers of Religion, yet you have 


other Means in your Hands, with which you may help 


the Endeavours of the Clergy, and without which they 
will never be able to make any conſiderable Progreſs in the 
Work I have been recommending to them. You have the 
greateſt Part of the Legiſlature, almoſt the whole Power of 
the Execution of the Laws, and the Poſſeſſion of all the 
Land of this Kingdom in your Hands, a moſt inconſiderable 
Part excepted; and by theſe Means you muſt have ſuch 
an Influence over the People, as may be exerted to the 
greateſt Benefit of the Proteſtant Cauſe. 
It is an eaſy Thing to ſee, that they of the Church 
of Rome have the higheſt Inveteracy againſt us; they 
cannot even conceal their Joy at any bad News, nor 
their Sorrow upon any that is good; and it becomes 
us carefully to conſider, whether we have not by ſome 
needleſs or unfit Severity deſerved this at their Hands 1 
and whether certain Means may not be found out to 
abate ſomewhat of this Spleen, if we cannot, as in- 


deed I fear that we cannot, whilſt they continue Papiſts, 


make them our real Friends. And my Opinion is, that 
we may and ought to allow them a much more free and 
full Enjoyment of their Religion; but ſhould be very cau- 
tious how we entruſt them with any greater Share of Pro- 
ferty, and conſequently of * in our Stats, _ : 
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It is on Mildneſs and Humanity that we Proteſtants | 
juſtly value ourſelves and our Religion; and I ſhall take it 


for granted, that we are all of this Temper, all Enemies 
to Perſecution, that is, the ſubjecting Men to Reſtraints 
or Penalties upon Account of Conſcience, which we have 


no Right to do, and which the Peace and Safety of the 
Community do not neceſſarily require. But it is from 


hence, I conclude, that our Laws againſt Popery are too 


ſevere.” It is not to be denied by unprejudiced Perſons, 
that the Doctrines of their Church muſt make them ex- 
tremely dangerous to any Proteſtant Government; and 


our Forefathers have ſuffered ſo much, and ſo recently 


from them upon this Account, that it would be Stupidity, 


or rather Madneſs in us ſo ſoon to forget it. But although 


this will fully vindicate our Laws in tying up their Hands 
from all civil Power, yet, it will not in my Opinion, and 
I am not ſingular in this, vindicate our totally prohibiting 


the Exerciſe of their Religion. The Poſſeſſion of this in 


ſome Degree of Freedom, appears to me as a ſacred 
Right which no Government upon Earth has a Power to 
take away; and I therefore conclude, that as long as they 


are ſuffered to continue in the ſame Community with us, 
which I never will ſuppoſe refuſed, they ought to be allowed 


this Liberty. All Men think as well as they, that it is their 
Duty to ſerve God according to their preſent Principles, 
how contradictory ſoever this may be to all human Au- 
thority, and they think Right. To prohibit therefore this 


Privilege, 1s a moſt violent Invaſion of the divine Preroga- 
tive, nay, and the ſetting up of human Authority, above 
that of God himſelf; for it 1s manifeſtly to require that 
Man ſhall be obeyed in Preference, nay, in Oppoſition 
to the Divine Being himſelf, And I am the more confirmed 
in theſe Sentiments, by obſerving, that as this Profeſſion of 


their Religion could never be totally withheld from them, 
ſo has our Imprudence in attempting to deſtroy it, been 
attended with very bad Conſequences : It has not leſſened 


their Numbers or their Power, it has encreaſed their 


Hatred to us, and it has given a very unfavourable Re- 


preſentation of us to all foreign Popiſh Countries. 
If our Laws were thoroughly executed, they could have 
no Prieſts, and conſequently no Power. of ſerving God ac- 


cording to their Conſciences; but, how little ſoever any 


People may care to regulate their Practice by their Belief, 
yet, there is nothing which they will reſent more, than 
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the withholding from them this Privilege. In the one, 


they have all their Appetites and Paſſions to oppoſe their 


Reaſon and Virtue, in the other, to join in with them, and 
by this Means to exaſperate their Minds to the higheſt 


Degree, and make them moſt effectually hate their Go- 


vernors, and become more obſtinate in their own Opinions. 
It is true, that theſe ſevere Laws againſt their Clergy are 
never put into Execution now; and conſidering the very 
terrible Conſequences which would follow from it, I hope 
they never will be, I am ſure they will not by true Pro- 
teſtants, except ſome unlooked for abominable Provocation 


be given to them. But this, to me, ſeems a ſufficient Rea- 


ſon why they ſhould never have been made; or, being ſo, 
ſhould now be abrogated ; becauſe, the little Good which 


they do by awing theſe People, is over-balanced by very 
many more weighty Evils. The Enjoyment is nearly the 


ſame to them, as if the Exerciſe of their Religion was not 
prohibited ; but, beſides the bad Conſequences already men- 
tioned, by the direct Oppoſition between the Laws and the 
Practice of our Magiſtrates, the former of which are 
only repreſented to all Popiſh Governments, and the latter 
concealed, we give them Reaſon to think us moſt grie- 
vous Perſecutors, and thereby unjuſtly to treat their own 
Proteſtant Subjects, who are not at all deſerving of any 
ſuch Rigour ; and we alſo, by this unexecuted Reſtriction, 
loſe many very material Benefits, which we might reap 
from a proper Repeal of it. WT 
Were ſuch a Number of their Biſhops and Prieſts per- 
mitted as might be ſufficient to perform for them the 
tolerated Duties of their Religion, and this allowed to them 
under ſuch a ſoft Form of Abjuration, as alſo, of an Oath 
of Allegiance to his Majeſty and his Heirs, as would be 
leaſt offenſive to their Conſciences, and might give ſome 
tolerable Security to our Government, it would produce to 


us the moſt advantageous Effects. If they refuſed to ac- 
_ cept of theſe Offers, it would juſtify us to ourſelves, and 


the whole World in any legal Reſtrictions which our Peace 


and Security ſhould require; and it would entirely ſilence 


that moſt plauſible Objection which has been lately urged 
with ſuch Confidence againſt us, that the Roman Catho- 
licks of this Country have been falſely repreſented as Ene- 
mies to our Government, and have therefore been cruelly 
treated, and unjuſtly perſecuted by us. But, if they com- 
plied with thoſe Conditions, which I hope is the more 
| | | B 4 likely, 
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likely, as I am ſure it is the more eligible Alternative, we 
would then take away from them the greater Part of their 
pretended Complaints about Perſecution, together, with the 


' Neceſſity of their making this a Miſſion, whereby we are 


filled with that moſt dangerous Sort of their Clergy, the 
regular, inſtead of the ſecular Prieſts: We would deſtroy 
that great Temptation to a Rebellion, the Deſire of a Li- 


berty of Conſcience, we would take away one main Cauſe, 
and, I hope too, a great Part of their Inveteracy againſt 


us; and we would have it in our Power to watch more 
carefully over them, and to reſtrain them from entering 
into any Meaſures that might be prejudicial to us. 


If any Man has a Mind to ſee this Matter examined 
to the Bottom, I refer him to a Sermon preached by Mr. 


Edward Synge, now Biſhop of Elphin, Oct. 23, 1725. 
where he will find it cleared up to his Satisfaction; and, 


indeed treated of in ſuch a Manner, as abundantly ſhews 


how well that Gentleman deſerves the high Character 
for Learning and Abilities, which he has fo long obtained 
in the World. And, had I not indeed ſuch an Authority 
to ſupport me, and confirm my Reaſonings, I had hard- 


ly ventnred to give my Opinion ſo freely in a Matter of 


this Conſequence. Hy 
Thus far have I with an open Candour delivered my 


Sentiments in Regard to the popiſh Religion; and hope 
that it will be received by every Proteſtant with the ſame 


fair and honeſt Intention. | 
But, as to the Laws againſt them, with Regard to Pro- 


perty and Power, as theſe are certainly juſt, ſo do I think 
that they are in the Main ſtill neceſſary, and ought to be 


maintained. When we are told in Favour of our Roman 
Catholicks, that very many of thoſe in other Proteſtant 
Countries, who are nof under the ſame Reſtraints as with 


zus, have yet always proved obedient and good Subjects, 


and joined with the reſt in Defence of the State; our 
Anſwer is eaſy to be given, that they have not. always 
acted in this commendable Manner with us; no, but ſome- 
times ſo directly oppoſite to all Faith and Humanity, that 


it is ſhocking to think of it: And that the Caſes are fo 
totally different, that no good Concluſion can be drawn _ 


from the one to the other. We have a Pretender to our 


Throne, which none of the others have: A Pretender, 
whoſe reputed Father loſt his Crown principally for his 


over zealous Attachment to their Religion, and whoſe Per- 
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ſon is neotefted, and his Title maintained by that ſpiritual 


Head of their Church, the Pope, who is ſo nearly en- 


gaged in Intereſt to keep up his Claim, and by all Means 
poſſible to bring it into Effect, and who muſt at all Times 
have ſuch a mighty Influence upon them; ſeeing it is ac- 
knowledged by thoſe who write moſt cautiouſly of this 
Matter, that to, be ſeparated from this Head is to be cut 
off from the Church of Chriſt. And, we have beſides 


this, a great Number of their antient Eſtates now in our 


Hands; which Eſtates, although moſt of them were for- 
feited for horrid and bloody Treaſons, and theſe too com- 


mitted againſt the Progenitors of this very Pretender; yet, 


we all know that the Claims to them are ſtill kept up 
by the Deſcendants of thoſe People, and that they are ſtill 


hoping for, and ever ready to ſeize any Opportunity that 


may again put them into Poſſeſſion of them. "Theſe Things 
make our Caſe ſo peculiar to ourſelves, that there is no 
judging for the Proteſtants of this Country, from what may 
be the Caſe in other Nations of our Religion. 

Only this, I think, can be ſaid with the cleareſt Reaſon, 
that as a free Enjoyment of their Religion would probably 
in ſome Time greatly leſſen their Antipathy to us, and 
thereby make them leſs dangerous to our Government, 


fo then it might be prudent, as it appears to me that it 


would then become our Duty, to take off ſome of the Re- 
ſtraints continued on them in Point of Property, and make 
them by theſe Means more intereſted in, and thereby bet- 


ter diſpoſed to promote, the Welfare of the State. That 


which juſtifies the Severity of our Laws againſt them, 1s, 
that it is neceſſary to our Peace and Safety; according 
then, as this becomes leſs neceſlary, 1t 1s plain, that we are 
bound in Duty to eaſe the Reſtraints which we have laid 
upon them; only with this Caution, that it be by little and 


little, and according as we find by their Behaviour that 
they have deſerved it from us. And as this 1s entirely 


conformable to, and expreſſive of thoſe lovely Chriſtian Vir- 
tues of Meekneſs, Tenderneſs and brotherly Love, which 


we Proteſtants are wont, and with ſuch high Juſtice too, 
to value ourſelves upon, I cannot but wiſh ta ſee them 
made, as ſoon, as ſafely may be, a Part Y our Policy, as 


they are already of our Religion. 
And now that I am ſpeaking about our Laws againſt 
Popery, I muſt obſerve, that we have one made againſt 


the Marriage of Proteſtants with Papiſts, which, as it is 


moſt 
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moſt equitable i in itſelf, ſo ſhould we be careful to put it 
in the ſtricteſt Execution. 1 ſpeak it from a ſure Expe- 
rience, that the furious and reſtleſs Zeal of the One, to- 
gether, with this Maxim of their Religion, that it is law- 
ful and meritorious to uſe Force for the propagating of 


it, does ſo generally prevail over the Calmneſs and Mo- 


deration of the other, and his Opinion of the utter In- 
Juſtice and Iniquity of uſing any Violence for the Support 


of his Faith, that it rarely happens, but that the popiſh 


Huſband, or Wife, gets the better of the Proteſtant, and 


the greater Part, if not the whole of their Children, are 


hereby bred up in all the Errors and Superſtition of the 
Church of Rome. A Thing, which happens ſo frequent- 
ly among the poorer Sort, and 1s of ſo mighty a Preju- 
dice to the Proteſtant Cauſe, that it deſerves to be looked 
into by our Magiſtrates in a very different Manner from 


what I have ever known it to be. And, I wiſh indeed, 


if it can be done, to ſee ſome Alteration made in this Law. 


in order to render it more effectual to the good Purpoſes for 


which it was deſigned. 


Beſide theſe, Gentlemen, you have other Means in your 


Hands, which are more mild and natural to our Religion, 
than thoſe penal Laws, and may be made ſtill more ſer- 
viceable to it's Advancement. 

You have almoſt all the Land of this Kingdom i in your 
Poſſeſſion, and a due Exertion of that Power, which this 


property muſt give you, would cauſe Proteſtantiſm to en- 


creaſe and flouriſh at a very different Rate from what it 
has done for thoſe 60 Years paſt. Do but make it your 


| Buſineſs to get a Number of Tenants of our Periwaſion, 


and encourage them, by ſetting Freeholds of ſmall Parcels of 
Land at a moderate Rent, and you will ſoon ſee a new Face 
of 'Things introduced, both as to the Wealth of our Coun- 


try, and the Progreſs of our Religion, By this Means, 


yo will provide for the younger Sons of low Proteſtant 


armers, or Tradeſmen, who, for want of this, are often 
loſt to us ; you will prevent all thoſe from marrying 5 


piſh Wives, whereby ſo many Families are every 

perverted ; and you will have it in your Power, as I ſhall 
always ſuppoſe it in your Will, to give Encouragement to 
them of the Church of 3 who have manifeſted ſuch 


an uncommon Degree of Reaſon and Honeſty, as againſt 


all their deep- rooted Prejudices, to viicover and to em- 
brace tie: Track. | 
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It is not to be denied, that this Attempt will always be 
attended with ſome Trouble, and often too, with a con- 
ſiderable Expence. A proper Set of induſtrious Proteſtant 
Tenants will ſometimes not be readily found, and a good 
Part of them will want a Sum of Money to ſet them 
up ; you will have theſe among them, who will be idle, 


extravagant, vicious, and break to your Loſs ; and others 


of them may prove. ungrateful, and fly in your Face, for 
your Kindneſs, which has raiſed them in the World; and 


your Rents, perhaps, will neither be fo great, nor ſo re- 
p paid, for a good While, as if the whole of your 


and was ſet to one wealthy Tenant. But, what is there 
valuable in this Life which is to be acquired without a good 


deal of Pains and Expence? Can your Intereſt in a Borough, 
or a County, be preſerved without much of theſe? Nay, 
it may be indeed not without a great deal more of them 


than would be ſufficient to do the moſt extenſive Good 
in the Way I am recommending to you. When, there- 
fore, you ſhall have an Opportunity of ſerving your Re- 


ligion and Country in this Manner, and cannot yet find 


in your Heart to make a proper Uſe of it, you may de- 
pend upon it, that you have not that Zeal for thoſe Things 
which you would make yourſelf believe, and, that you 


are indeed ſhamefully wanting in a due Regard to them. 


But whatſoever Difficulties there may be in the Work, 
you will find them all overpaid in the many beneficial 


Effects which will be produced by it. Beſides, the Ad- 
vantages already mentioned, you will hereby make your- 
felt a Man of more Conſequence in your Country, you 
will have the Proſpect of enjoying hereafter yourſelf, or 


at leaſt, of leaving to your Heir a good Increaſe of Income, 
and you will have the high Gratification of knowing that 
you haye ſerved your Country and your God at once, 


and may therefore juſtly hope for that great Reward, 
in another Life, it may be in this alſo, which an infi- 
nitely beneficent Being will be ſure to beſtow upon ſuch 
beneficent, and therefore to him ſuch agreeable, Actions. 


But it may be imagined that this Practice muſt be at- 


tended with great Cruelty; and, if it were generally fol- 


lowed, would baniſh almoſt all the popiſh Landholders out 
of this Kingdom. But, to this I anſwer, that all Laws 
divine and human, allow us to ſhew a proper Degree of 


Favour to our Friends, and to withhold it proportionably 


from our Enemies; and, therefore, as we muſt be- 
; lieve 
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lieve our own Religion to be true; we are permitted, 
we are required, to encourage the Profeſſion of it by all 
the juſt Methods we ſhall have in our Power. Were it 
however, to be attended with all the ill Conſequences to 


them which is ſuppoſed by this Objection, I will ac- 


knowledge, that I ſhould then think it too cruel to be 
Executed by us; but there are no ſuch Miſchiefs to be 
apprehended from it; on the contrary, it will be pro- 
ductive of the greateſt good to us both 
Among all the Evils by which this Nation is impo- 
veriſhed, there is none that is more hurtful to us, than 
the prevailing Cuſtom of ſetting large TraQs of Land to 
one Man. By this Means all Tillage is neglected, our 
Land unimproved, and our Inhabitants left to ſtarve, or 
elſe drove away into ſome other more hoſpitable Nation, 


where they may find Means of earning their Bread; and 


are hereby not only loſt to their Country for ever, but it 
may be, turned into it's moſt bitter and dangerous Ene- 


mies. Hence it is, alſo, that we are almoſt continually 


ſubject to Famines, and are forced for our Suſtenance to 


import every Year as much Corn as the Produce of our 


Graſs will amount to in two or three; and, that we have 
by this Miſmanagement for ſome Years paſt, reduced our- 


ſelves to ſuch Diſtreſs, that we have hardly Money enough 
left to buy Bread for us, and a great Part of our People 
muſt unavoidably ſtarve, if we do not. But however per- 


nicious the Thing, it is notwithſtanding become ſo general, 


that there is no Poſſibility of it's being ſpeedily remedied; 
nor have we the leaſt Reaſon to fear that there will be 


Land wanting for popiſh Tenants, although we ſet con- 


ſiderable Parcels to all the Proteſtants we can find fit to 


take any; but there. will be enough for them both for 
ſome Centuries to come. There is therefore no juſt Ob- 
jection to be made to this Practice; and, if our Pro- 
teſtants of Fortune have any Regard for themſelves, 
their Poſterity, their Country, or their Religion, they will 
generally fall into this Scheme, which is ſo extremely be- 
neficial to them all. . 5 

Another Thing, Gentlemen, which I would recommend 


to you, in order to ſpread your Religion among the People, 


is to ſhew ſome Regard yourſelves to that which you 
profeſs. I know, indeed, that many of you will be ſur- 
Yrized at my Advice, and hardly think I am in my 
nſes, when I offer ſuch a Thing to your CT 

ut, 
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But, I muſt beg your Patience, whilſt I lay before you the 
Reaſoris which have compelled me to entertain a Senti- 
ment which may ſeem ſo paradoxical, I know, that for 
forty or fifty Years paſt, it has been reckoned by our 
1 moſt zealous and powerful Proteſtants, the very beſt Way 
if to promote this Religion, to have no Religion at all 
i themſelves, or, if they have any, to be as far Diſtant as 
3 poſſible from that Kind of Chriſtianity which is profeſſed 
in our Church; to abuſe the Doctrines and Rites of it in 
every Converſation, and in all Kinds of Company, in which 
alſo they are always to take care that the Clergy of it 
come in for a large Portion; to be continually repining at 
the handſome Fortunes which ſome of them poſſeſs, and 
to ſeize every ſafe Opportunity of embarraſſing thoſe hate- 
ful People in their Maintenance, and of ſtripping them of 
every Farthing that the Chicanery of the Law and Lawyers, 4 
and the Willingneſs of the Bench or the Jury will permit i 
mY to be taken from them ; never to go into one of their |; 
? Churches except it be to qualify, and to be ſure all the | 
1 Time you are there, to ſhew an utter Contempt for the 
ſilly tedious Service, which by this Means, you are obliged 
for this Time to be preſent at. I know, and do acknow- 
ledge, that this, for a long Time, has been the conſtant 
and avowed Practice of many of our moſt ſtaunch and 
zealous Proteſtants, and that it has been particularly coun- 
tenanced by the Example and Patronage of the Great. I 
confeſs it alſo to be a moſt deſireable and glorious Pri- 
lege of a Proteſtant, to be freed from all the Trammels 
of Prieſtcraft, to be ſet above all the Fears and Hopes of 
a Life after this, and to have a Conſcience which ſhall 
never be troubled with any Remorſe, I will alſo acknow- 
ledge it to be of the greateſt Service to all powerful 
| Men, to have a ſet of People under them, of ſuch pliable 
Diſpoſitions, that they will be ready to do them any Service, 
without being ſtopped by the many fooliſh Qualms which 
will ariſe in other weak Perſons Minds, and who will al- 
ways be ſure to ſtick to them till their Services ſhall be 
canted by ſome others to a higher Price. Rt, 
But ftill, although I do allow all thoſe Privileges of 
Grandeur to be eſtabliſhed with ſuch a general and long 
received Conſent of the High and Great, that it muſt be 
Raſhneſs, or rather Folly to diſpute the Juſtneſs of them; 
yet, I cannot but obſerve, that ſome Caution mult be 
| uſed in theſe Matters, or elſe we ſhall be fo far from 
; +81 advancing 
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advancing the Proteſtant Cauſe, for which it is well known 
that all theſe Gentlemen have the heartieſt Zeal, that we 


ſhall do it a great Deal of Prejudice. For, if in the A- 


bundance of his Proteſtant Liberty, this great Man ſhall 


make freer with this Family, Character, or Property of 


his popiſh Neighbour, than this Papiſt ſhall in his Bigotry 


think Right; if he ſhall employ al the Neighbourhood 
in his Work, and never trouble himſelf to pay them af- 


terwards; if his Tenants of the Romiſh Religion ſhall think 


themſelves hardly treated, becauſe after exacting the higheſt 
Price for his Land, he hall take all that they have for 
ipeedy Payment; when, by a little Forbearance, they and 
their Families might have been ſaved from being turned 
out to beg ; if for Health, or Exerciſe, or to work off a 


Fit of ill Humour, or of Drinking, or to ſhew his Power, 


he ſhall break through all the Fences that are within 


ſome Miles of him, tread down the Peoples Corn, and 
deſtro . their Improvements ; if, in the Fervour of his Zeal 

the perſecuting Spirit of the Papiſts, he ſhall by 
game Acts, and penal Statutes, often force theſe People to 
accompany him to the Aſſizes, and Seſſions, and ſhall burn 


their Maſs-houſes, and baniſh, impriſon and tranſport their 
Prieſt: If, by ſuch Amuſements as theſe, however juſt and 
innocent in his own Eyes, he ſhall diſtreſs and vex theſe 


poor People; is it not plain, that this muſt Prejudice them 
againſt ſuch Proteſtant Principles, and make them the more 
| hard to be converted to us? Or, if without going to thoſe 


Lengths, our Gentlemen ſhall take up only with the fore- 


mentioned general Entertainment of our Men of Fortune, of 
conſtantly abuſing their own Clergy and Religion, and living 
in a continued Neglect of it, or it may be in a direct 

Oppoſition to every Precept of it, muſt not this cauſe 


theſe very ignorant Men to have a worſe Opinion of our 


Belief, and make them the leſs inclinable to come over 


to it.? To me, it appears not to be the beſt Way to 
convert them, to have our own Clergy repreſented to them 


as a Set of the moſt profligate Villains, who are a Peſt 
to Society, and, who ought by any Means to be deſtroyed 


or baniſhed from it, when yet, it muſt be by their In- 


ſtructions either verbal, or written, that they are to be 
made Proteſtants, and when there does not appear that 


there is any Thing elſe to make them theſe bad Men, 
except it be ſome Fault in the Religion they teach. Be- 
ſides, as far as my Experience has reached, and I can 
— | claim 


. 
claim a good deal in this Matter, I have always found the 


Papiſts ſo deeply prejudiced in Favour of Chriſtianity, 
that they have really eſteemed that Name, and thought 


the better of themſelves for having a Title to be called 
by it; it is plain, therefore, that they muſt be more ea- 


ſily converted to our Religion, by the Offering it to them 
as the true Faith of Chriſt, and as a purer Profeſſion of 
this, than what is to be found j in their own Church, than 
if we ſhall openly declare it to be that- Do&rine, if a 
Doctrine at all, which Shaft/bury, Tindal, Collins, Hume, 
Bollingbrofe, &c. &c. have preached up to the World. 


We all know, that it is one material Tenet of theirs, 
that they themſelves are the only true Chriſtians, | and 


muſt not your denying this Religion, both in the moſt 


open Profeſſion and Practice, give a ſeeming Countenance 
to this Opinion, and make them think that they have 


judged rightly in it? Undoubtedly it muſt; and it is plain, 
at firſt Sight, that nothing can be of greater Ad vantage to 


their Cauſe, nor detriment to ours, than ſuch a Conviction | 


as this. | 

I have alſo to 1 to this, that as it is a Qualification ab. 
ſolutely neceſſary to their becoming legal Proteſtants, that 
they make their Recantation in our Churches, as the Form 
of this has, I know not how, been moſt injudiciouſly drawn 
up in a very ſolemn and affecting Stile, and as the whole 
proceeds upon a Suppoſition of their joining themſelves to 


our Religion, which profeſſes to be Chriſtianity, and not 


Deiſm or Atheiſm, it is manifeſt that we cannot with ſo 
good a Grace deſire them to abandon their own Church and 
come over to ours, if it be not the Faith of Chriſt, but the 


Belief of thoſe forementioned great and enlightned Authors, 


which we are to Offer in it's ſtead. 
Upon the whole then, altho' I am neither ſo wrong-headed 


vor ſo utterly unacquainted with the polite or grand World, as 


to recommend to theſe Gentry the real Belief of any Religion 


at all; yet thus much muſt inſiſt upon, as abſolutely neceſſary 


to the good of the Proteſtant Cauſe, which certainly is the Cauſe 
of civil Liberty, and perhaps of our Property alſo, that they 
preſerve ſome greater Decorum in theſe * Ma 

been uſual with the moſt of them for ſome Time paſt, 
and chat inſtead of openly publiſhing their Deteſtation of our 


_ eſtabliſhed Church in particular, and of Chriſtianity i 
general, and of ſhewing throughout the whole of their 3 


the moſt violent Antipathy to them; that they ſhould en- 
| deavortr 
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deavour a little to diſguiſe thoſe Opinions, and put on an 
outward Appearance at leaſt of their having ſome Regard 


to them both. | FEY 

I know, indeed, ſome People who are of Opinion, that 
we ſhould go yet farther than this, and that the beſt Way 
to recommend and promote our Religion, is to have all the 
Principles of it moſt deeply imprinted in the Heart, and 
_ exemplified in the Life of every Profeſſor of it. For let us 
ſuppoſe, ſay they, that a Gentleman of large Fortune 
Intereſt and Power, ſhews by his private, his family, and his 


publick Devotions, that he really believes in and worſhips 


the fame God and Redeemer with the Romaniſts, and by 


= uninterrupted Purity, Juſtice and Charitableneſs of all 


is Actions, proves himſelf to look for the bleſſed Rewards 
of Virtue in another Life; that altho' he utterly Condemns 


their Religion, yet he does not hate them for profeſling it, 


and will never hurt them on this Account, but ſtill be ready 
to do them all the good Offices he can; but that as he 
eſteems and loves his own Church in the higheſt Degree, 
ſo does he think it by all fair Means neceſſary for him to 


encourage and promote the Religion of it, and will there- 


fore, always be ready to Protect and Reward thoſe who 
have become Converts to it, and not Neglect or Deſpiſe 


them, as is now impolitickly and ſcandalouſly but moſt ge- 


nerally the Cafe with us. Let us, ſay they, ſuppoſe a Gen- 
tleman of Fortune and Intereſt to act in this Manner, and 
it will probably be followed by the Converſion of ſome, and 


the Confirmation of many. The Example of the Great, 


will ever have a mighty Influence to draw after it thoſe of 


a lower Rank: but an Example fo amiable, ſo beneficial, ſo 


ſtriking as this, muſt affect them in the higeſt Degree, and 
be attended with happy Conſequences as far as it is known. 
This is the Way of reaſoning among ſome ſeemingly ſenſible 
People whom I have known; and if any of our Gentry have 


a Mind to try this Experiment and follow the Pattern here 
chalked out for them, they have my full Conſent to do fo, 
altho' from the utter Unreaſonableneſs of expecting ſuch a 


ſevere unfaſhionable antiquated Practice in this more free 
and enlightned Age, I forbore directly to recommend it to 
them. | e | 
And here, I think, I may throw in a Piece of Advice to 


our Converts from Popery, ſome of whom by an ill choſen 
Method of acting, not only bring Diſgrace upon themlelves, 


but do conſiderably prejudice that Cauſe, to which their 


Converſion 


en e 


e ee ee Le a AE 


— 
8 — — — — — vs " 
>, 95 > : * "> - , 5 "PR 
4 8 n r * 


(33) 


Converſion has done ſo great an Honour ; and, as from the 
conſpicuous Point of View, in which theſe Gentlemen are 


hereby placed, from the Pains which they have taken to 


ſtudy and know both Sides of the Queſtion, from the fervent 
Zeal wherewith they muſt be warmed for that Religion 
which upon Tryal they have found fo true and pure, and 
which has delivered them from a Church fo falſe and dan- 


gerous, and from the Influence they may ſtill retain over 


many of their former Friends, it muſt be much in their 


Power to obſtruct or further the Propagation of our Reli- | 


gion. I think it therefore of great Conſequence to ſhew thoſe 


Converts the Abſurdity of villifying that by their Conduct, 
which they have ſo highly honoured by their Profeſſion, as 


if they had nothing but Profit to guide them in their 
Choice. 
It is too general a Cuſtom amongſt them, once they have 


been at Church to make their Recantation, ſeldom or 


never to ſhew themſelves there again; as alſo, readily to 


Join in with any of our own People, to diſtreſs or abuſe 
| our Clergy, or rather indeed, to be more frequent, open 
and violent in it, than any of the Reſt; but did they reflect 


for one Moment upon the extream Injuſtice and Miſchief 
of ſuch a Proceeding, Miſchief even to that Cauſe for 


which they are all ſo zealouſly affected, they would cer- 
tainly abſtain from it. The ill Effects of this have been 


already ſhewn, and I have therefore only to obſerve, that the 


higher theſe Gentlemen are raiſed in the World, the more 
Miſchief muſt this their bad Conduct do, and that it is an 


unhappy Thing for us and for themſelves, that ſo many of 


our converted Lawyers have fallen into this Fault. I know 


that the immortal Swift uſed to blame the Study of the Law, 
for not being fitted to produce any one good Quality in the 


Breaſt of him who had applied himſelf the moſt to it ; but 


however great and penetrating the Man's Genius, yet in this 
he was manifeſtly miſtaken ; for we frequently find, that a 


_ cloſe Study of it here at home for a Year or two, together 
with a Couple more ſpent abroad at the Temple, fills the 


Mind with ſuch a true Knowledge of Divinity, and the Heart 


with ſuch an unbiaſſed Integrity and diſintereſted Regard to 


the Truth, that many of our young Practitioners, who have 


entered rank Papiſts, upon this Courſe of reading, have 
thereby been made ſtaunch Proteſtants ; and there is no one 


who is ever ſo little acquainted with our Bar, but muſt know 


that we have from hence obtained many of our moſt able 
C Lawyers, 
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Lawyers, who by this Means have done equal Honour both 
to themſelves and us. Now as theſe Gentlemen, both by 
their Profeſſion and their Eminence in it, muſt be of great 
Advantage or Detriment to our Cauſe, it is of the laſt 
Importance to ſhew them their Miſtake, and convince them 
that their Behaviour is wrong. . 
I know they can plead the Example of almoſt all our old 
Proteſtant Lawyers for never going into a Church, and for 
ſeizing with the utmoſt Eagerneſs any Opportunity to hurt 
the Characters or Fortunes of our Clergy. I am alſo told, 
that ſome of them have been ſo keen at theſe Sports of the 
Bar, that they have dwelt for an Hour together in their 
Harrangues upon this delightful Theme, when it had little 
or nothing to do with the Buſineſs in Hand; nay, I have 
been farther informed, that ſome of them have undertaken 
this Matter, when they have not been Feed in the Cauſe; 
a Thing which is ſo directly contrary to the long received, 
and the moſt undoubtedly ancient Practice of our Courts, 
that Jam aſſured it has never been complied with, but when 
a Brother Lawyer has been concerned in the Suit, and that 
even in this Caſe, the Cuſtom has been of late much diſuſed, 
and is now nearly baniſhed from among them. And I know, 
and have allowed it, that they can alſo plead the Example 
of almoſt all our great Men, in their own Vindication. But 
they who are acquainted with the moſt refined Diſtinctions, 
ſhould conſider, that there is a manifeſt Difference in thoſe 
Caſes, which will make it extremely unſafe for them to 
conclude from the one to the other. 8 | 
For as their Converſion to us will not much increaſe the 
Love of their former Friends, ſo neither, will it ſo totally 
poſſeſs our People in their Favour, but that many of them 
will look into their Conduct with a ſharp and penetrating, 
and ſome of them even with a malicious Eye. And therefore, 
altho' we will allow all ſuch Practices to be carried on to the 
_ utmoſt length, by theſe never to be doubted Friends to our 
Religion and Government, the Deſcendants of Oliver's Soldiers, 
or of purchaſing Biſhops, or of thoſe, from among the Presby- 
| terians, who, becauſe they have thought nothing in Chriſtianity 
worth their being ſingular for, have profeſſed to conform to our 
Church ; altho? we will allow all theſe Gentlemen not only to 
do all thoſe Things, but to abuſe our Religion into the Bargain, 
and to divert themſelves as often and as publickly as they 
_ pleaſe, with the many Blunders and Abſurdities of the Goſpel 
Revelation, and nevertheleſs to paſs Muſter as the moſt 
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ſtaunch Proteſtants and Subjects; yet thoſe other muſt take 
Care how they follow the Example of the above privileged 


Perſonages, for no ſuch Allowances will be made to them; 


who conſidering from whence they have come, will cer- 
tainly be ſuſpected of having more ſiniſter Deſigns in View. 


Indeed when their Families have been Proteſtants for a Ge 


neration or two, we will then allow their Children to Act as 


other Proteſtant Children do, to abuſe as childiſhly as they 


pleaſe the Fathers of their own and all other Churches, and 


to indulge in all the forementioned faſhionable and innocent 


Gayeties ; but as for thoſe who have themſelves been con- 
verted to us, I know it to be Fact, our People expect it 
from them, that in making their Recantation from Popery, 


they ſhould make it to our Church, and not to no Religion 


at all; and it is hardly to be imagined with what Severity 


they will examine their Actions, and what ſtrange Cenſures 


they will often paſs upon them. For altho' in almoſt every 


other Inſtance, we will be ready to join in any Clamour 


againſt our own Clergy, yet here we will always take their 


Parts, and in this Particular with ſuch a Fervour, as theſe 


Gentlemen who are not ſo well acquainted with us, can hardly 


imagine. We will fay that they have not deſerved ſuch Treat. | 


ment at their Hands. We ſhall pity them, and intereſt our- 
ſelves in their Defence, when worried by theſe too recent Con- 
verts, from a Church accuſtomed to roaſt them at a more lite- 
ral Fire, and then many of our People, by the moſt unjuſt rea- 
ſoning in the World, will at once conclude, that ſuch 


Converts have recanted nothing but a Profeſſion, or elſe, 


have abandoned all Religion, when they renounced the 
Errors of the Popiſh Faith. | 

And thus it is that I have with great Pity heard ſome of 
thoſe Gentlemen declaiming againſt our Proteſtant Clergy 


with great Violence to a Proteſtant Audience, and exulting 


in the Smiles which ſat upon every Countenance, as the 


higheſt Approbation of their Conduct, when all the while 


I knew that it proceeded from a quite different Caule ; 


namely, that they were in Truth laughing at their Folly, 
for thus weakly betraying themſelves in the forementioned 


Manner. 
And indeed, if we conſider that the Laity of the 


Church of Rome. are wont to ſhew their Prieſts a great 


deal of Reſpect, hardly one of them being ever known to 


throw any Indignity upon their Perſons, or Abuſe on their 


Character; that our Proteſtant Prieſts are not much inferior 
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to them, in Morals, Learning, Birth, or polite Behaviour ; 
that they certainly exceed them in the Moderation of their 
Principles, they neither arrogating to themſelves ſuch an 
Authority over the Underſtandings of Men, nor ſuch a 
Power to ſave or damn their Souls, and that therefore they 
deſerve to be treated nearly as well by their People as the 
Prieſts are by theirs; if thoſe Things be conſidered in any 
tolerable Manner, it will appear that the extreme Eagerneſs 
which many of our Converts ſhew to hurt our Clergy, 
affords too much ſeeming Grounds for thoſe malicious filly 
| Proteſtant Concluſions, that it is to a hatred of this Religion, 
of which they are the Miniſters, and not to any Demerit 
of the aforeſaid Clergy, that ſuch Treatment is given them 
by theſe their newly begotten Sons. 5 
Io me it is evident, that theſe Converts railing at our 
Clergy, and endeavouring to diſtreſs and impoveriſh them 
by all poſſible Ways and Means, is owing to no other Prin- 
ciples or Motives, but thoſe which the Independent Whig 
proceeds on; namely, to humble, correct and diſcipline the 
Clergy, in order to make them by their future Behaviour, 
to do more Honour to Chriſtianity and the Reformation, 
than without ſuch Diſcipline is like to be done by them. 
As we all know the Authors of the above mentioned Book, 
to have been the moſt ſincere and zealous Chriſtians, ſo I 
muſt inſiſt upon it that thoſe Gentlemen of whom I am 
ſpeaking, as they proceed upon the ſame Motives, and by 
the ſame Methods, ſhould alſo be reckoned as equally good 
Chriſtians ; for what Juſtneſs 1s there in this Reaſoning, that 
neither of theſe can believe in Chriſt, becauſe they jeſt with 
_ Chriſtianity, nor be true Proteſtants, only becauſe they en- 
deavour forſooth, to pull down that Church which by ſome 
People has been weakly accounted the Bulwark of the Re- 
formation. 3 | „ a 
But in this wrong Belief are thoſe ſilly People further con- 
firmed, by obſerving that theſe Converts are never to be 
| ſeen in any of our Churches. It is true, and has been allowed, 
that this is the Caſe of all their Brother Lawyers, and of all 
the moſt powerful Men in the Nation; but how perſwaſive 
ſoever ſuch an Example may ſeem, yet 1t is to be conſidered, 
that we Proteſtants profeſs to govern ourſelves by Reaſon 
and not by Authority, and are therefore obliged not to fol- 
low implicitly the Pattern which any Perſons whatſoever _ 
may have ſet us; but to examine the Matter cloſely, and 
then to regulate our Conduct, by what we have found 15 
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be right. To me it appears manifeſt that this Practice is 
entirely wrong ; but before I proceed to lay my Motives for 
this Judgment before the Reader, let me be permitted to 
try whether I cannot by ſome juſt Reaſoning, abate ſome 
Part of the Weight, which ſuch an Authority may ſeem to 
carry with it. 


Some Time ago, upon endeavouring to convince a Papiſt | 


of the Weakneſs and Falſity of his Religion, he gave me 
this Reply, That he could never believe the Pope, the Cardi- 
nals and all their great Men, who were ſo highly exalted in 


Character, Wealth and Power, ſhould be miſtaken in their 


Religion, and that he would therefore hold inviolably to what 
they had taught him. I muſt Confeſs myſelf to have been 
for ſome Time ſtunned with this Anſwer ; at firſt I was going 


to offer it in our Vindication, that we alſo had our great 


Men on our Side, but upon a little Recollection, as the Man 


appeared to have good Senſe in other Matters, and ſome 


Share of Experience, I thought it beſt to forbear this Argu- 
gument, and only ſaid in return, that poſſibly theſe Men 


had not obtained their high Preferment for their Knowledge 


or Virtue, or by the moſt conſcientious Methods; and how 
Strange ſoever it might ſeem, that a Man of ſo many thou- 
ſands a Year ſhould be miſtaken in any Thing, yet certainly 
it was fo, by their 17. different Opinions in many Matters; 
that great Riches and Power did not always beget the greateſt 


Integrity and Wiſdom in the Poſſeſſor, nor render it impoſ- 


ſible for him to deceive or be deceived; but that at all Ad- 
ventures it was a Tenet of ours, not to truſt implicitly to 
any Man, but to examine and judge for ourſelves of the 
Merits of the Cauſe by our beſt Abilities, and therefore his 
Argument was not good with us. And now luckily for me, 
I have found the great Uſe of this Reaſoning in the Argu- 


ment I am entering upon, which without this, I might have 


thought too Powerful for me to overthrow. 


It will not, I ſuppoſe, be denied me, that a Knowledge | 


of Divinity, I ſhould ſay, of the Chriſtian Scheme of Be- 


lief and Worſhip, is no more to be acquired without ſome 


Inſtruction and Study, than that of any other Branch of 


Learning: And, I think, in cole examining the Educa- 


tion of our great Man in his Youth, and his Means of 


Knowledge afterwards, that he cannot be ſo thoroughly 
acquainted with the Matter in Debate, as to make his 
Opinion a deciſive Proof for his Side of the Queſtion. It 
ſeems manifeſt to me, but J ſpeak it with all due Deference 
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to better Judgments, that the Education of People of high 

Fortune, is rather at this Time calculated to preſerve them 

from all Prejudice in favour of our Religion, than to fill their 

Minds with a diſtinguiſhing Knowledge of the DoQtines 

of it. 3 | 
As to our young Maſter's InſtruQtion in his moſt tender 


Years, it is not to be expected that his Father ſhould have 
any Hand at all in it; his Buſineſs and more manly Diver- 


| ſions muſt put this entirely out of his Power; nor indeed 
can his Mother, from whom one might otherwiſe hope much, 
be able to do any Thing conſiderable in the Work; for what 


with the neceſſary Buſineſs of Dreſs, Shopping, Viſits to be 


received and paid, Dinners, private Parties at Cards, 
Drums, Plays, Concerts, Aſſemblies, and publick Nights 
at Court, and an infinite Number of other Avocations, by 
which ſhe is kept up till three or four o' Clock in the Morn- 
Ing, and can hardly get out of Bed till eleven or twelve' at 
Noon, her Time is ſo neceſſarily and totally engroſſed, that 
ſhe cannot find Leiſure to look into the moſt important 


Affairs of her Family, and much leſs to ſpend any Time 


upon the Inſtruction of her Children. Our young Maſter 
muſt therefore be entirely left to the Care of Servants; and 
as theſe People may not be the beſt fitted in the World, 


for giving him a proper Knowledge of Chriſtianity, ſo may 
they neither be the moſt induſtrious to impart to him the 
little they know. It may therefore happen that young Maſter 


has not even in his Childhood, acquired any conſiderable 
Knowledge of Religion: but let us ſuppoſe the beſt that 
may be, and allow that he has come out of the Women's 
Hands, with all the underſtanding in theſe Matters, which 
is uſually found in Children of ſeven or eight Years of Age; 


yet we all know that it is the Glory of the preſent Age not 


to ſuffer Things of this Kind to be taken upon "Truſt, but 


to have our young Gentleman, as he grows into riper 
Years, educated in ſuch a Way, as that he may judge of 


theſe Things without having the leaſt Bias upon his tender 
Mind in favour of Chriſtianity. For this Purpoſe inſtead of 
being ſent out to a public School, where he muſt drudge 
like other meaner Children, be quite ſpoiled: with the Con- 
verſation of mean low dirty Boys, and have his Mind filled 
with all the filly Prejudices in favour of his Country and Reli- 


gion, which are wont to prevail among the Vulgar of every 


Nation, he ſhall haye his Education given him at home, 


Tindal, 
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Tindal, Shafteſbury, Bolingbroke, Hume, &c. and who, by 
putting theſe Authors into his Hands to conſult inſtead of 
the Bible (which TI hear it was the Faſhion to make them 
read even among the great People half a Century ago) and 
by inſtilling their Principles into him, at every leiſure Hour, 
ſhall be ſure to keep his Mind free and untainted from all 
Kind of religious Prejudice. And to carry on this Buſineſs 
the hetter, Care ſhall be taken that he ſhall never ſee any 
Thing of Religion practiſed in his Father's Houſe, nor 
hear any Talk about it, except it be to expoſe the Cheats 
and Miſchiefs of Prieſt-Craft and Bigotry ; but it may be, 
ſhall ſometimes have this Leſſon inforced upon him, by 


| what he muſt obſerve both in the Lives of the Family, and | 

RB the Meaſures which are taken to ſupport or increaſe their: 
| Intereſt and Power. From hence, when he is about four- f 
| teen or fifteen Years of Age, he ſhall with the ſame good 


Intention, be ſent over with his Preceptor to a foreign 
Academy, where he ſhall be taught to ſpeak French, Ride, {| 
Fence and Dance, all which will be more likely to ſet him 
off to Advantage, and promote him in the World, than 
any the antiquated pedantick Acquirements which he might 
obtain at the College. And where, from being educated 
in a Country of Popery and arbitrary Power, he may be 
thoroughly qualified to act all his Life after, in the proper 
Character of a Freeman and a Proteſtant. Or if this be 
not ſo ſoon done, and he is ſuffered to continue at home, 
i till he is become quite a Man, and a good deal initiated into 
the modiſh World, being now arrived at his ſeventeenth or 
eighteenth Year; yet then, at the lateſt, he is ſent out upon 
his Travels; and altho' poſſibly with a new Governor, yet 
certainly without any Change of Principles in the Man, he 
being entirely of the ſame Opinion with the former, and 
differing from him only in this, that he is of a higher Cha- 
fo raQter, and more poliſhed and knowing in the Ways of the 
World. And now when our young Gentleman has ſpent a 
Fear or two abroad, in taſting all the various Pleaſures 
which are to be met at the ſeveral Courts he has paſled 
through, and in getting acquainted with all their greateſt _ 
Rarities of Meat, Wine, Cookery, Dreſs and Diverſions, he 
returns home to his own Country, a thoroughly accompliſhed 
and compleatly finiſhed Gentleman ; having in the mean 
Time contracted a high Eſteem for every Thing which he 
has met with in foreign Nations, and a proportionable Con- 
tempt for every Thing which can be found in his own; 
C4 | and 
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( 40) 
and having never ſeen any Thing of Religion, ſince he was 
nine or ten Years of Age, but what he was taught to look 
upon as an Impoſture, except ſome cunning Prieſt has had 
the Addreſs to perſwade him into a favourable Opinion of 
the Church of Rome. 

Now altho' it muſt be confeſſed that this is an admirably 
well contrived Method, to hinder our high born Youth 
from being prejudiced in favour of the Religion of his 
Country; yet it muſt be acknowledged at the ſame Time, 
that it is not the fitteſt poſſible to give him an exact Know- 
ledge of the Doctrines of it. 

Nor do I think that this young Gentleman's Means of 
Information afterwards, are the beſt calculated to make him 
excel in this Matter. It ſeems plainly neceſſary for this 
Purpoſe, that he ſhould read ſomething more of the Bible, 
upon which Book this Religion is founded, than what he 
may have found quoted in the forcited great Writers; and 
indeed if he has a Mind to make himſelf thoroughly ac- 


quainted either with the Nature or Truth of it, that he 


ſhould carefully peruſe and thoroughly conſider the whole 
of it. Nor would it be amiſs neither, that he ſhould have 
ſtudied ſome of thoſe Authors, who have ſtood up in De- 
fence of Chriſtianity, and candidly heard what they have to 
ſay in its Behalf. But as this would be a moſt tedious and 
diſagreeable Work, a Work which would equally interfere | 
with his Tncnations. Buſineſs and Pleaſure, it is not to be 


expected that he ſhould take ſo much Pains as are neceſſary 
to make him a Proficient in it. If we conſider what a 


great deal of Employment he muſt have in eſtabliſhing his 
Intereſt in the Country, in ſerving or oppoſing the Miniſtry, 
in his Attendance upon the Parliament Houſe, in Dreſſing, 


and an endleſs Number of other Avocations ; we ſhall find 


that he can hardly have Leiſure to follow his moſt neceſſary 


and beloved Amuſements: And if we conſider on the other 


Hand, with what an utter Indifference he has always been 


taught to look upon this inſignificant 'Thing Religion, and 


how much he muſt oppoſe his own Inclinations, and the 
entire Bent of Genius, which his Education has given him, 


in making ſuch a long and painful Enquiry about it, and 


how it might go near either to frighten him from his 
Pleaſures, or to deſtroy all his Reliſh in them : If we con- 
ſider of theſe Things in any proper Manner, we mult be 
ſenſible that this is in Truth a very needleſs Trouble, 


which cannot with any Reaſon be expected from him. 
wh I have 
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T have indeed known ſome retired bookiſh Pedants, who 


ſpent too much Time in their Studies to be at all acquainted 


with what is doing abroad in the polite World, to affirm, that 
theſe Matters are carried at this Time out of all Meaſure into 
the Extreme on the other Side; and that theſe Proceedings 
are only fitted, not to root all Prejudices out of Mens Minds, 
but to fill them with the worſt, baſeſt and moſt dangerous of 
them all; namely, with a violent Contempt for, and an utter 
Averſion from, every Thing which can be called Religion: 
For they have reaſoned in this Manner. 'There 1s not that 
Indifference in human Nature to Virtue or Vice, which will 
render it a Matter of no Conſequence how our Youth are 
educated ; but they ought by all the Means in our Power 


to be perſwaded and conſtantly inured to the former, to 
be diſcouraged from, and habituated againſt the latter. 
That this has always been the Practice of every Nation, 


which was remarkable for their Bravery, their Power, or 


their Proſperity; but that it was a Degree of Madneſs reſerved 


for the Freethinkers of our Age, not only to neglect all this, 


but to breed up our young Gentlemen of the greateſt For- 


tune and Figure in ſuch a Way as to give all the Advantages 
to Vice and Profaneneſs, the Diſadvantages to Religion and 
Morality ; that ſuch an Education as this, mult utterly diſqua- 
lify the Man from having any Knowledge or Senſe of Religi- 


gion; and that therefore his Example or Precept ought to 


have no Kind of Influence upon a reaſonable or virtuous 
Chriſtian, except it was to make him act in a direct Oppoſi- 
tion to every Thing which the other ſhould approve or prac- 


tiſe : And from hence have they proceeded to lament with a 


Feelingneſs that is, to be ſure, worthy of a more rational 


Foundation, not only the Miſchief which our Religion has 


already ſuffered by theſe Means, but the Prejudice which 
they muſt do to the civil Society; charging theſe Principles 
with ſtriking off the better half of our Attachment to our 


preſent Government, with debaſing the Mind to ſuch a De- 


gree, as to make the Man no longer fit for our free Conſtitu- 
tion; with leaving him nothing at all to hope for, and 
giving him ſo much to fear in another Life, as muſt make 
him a Coward in any Danger; with taking away all thoſe 
Motives which are moſt powerful to make a Man ſerve his 
Country or his Neighbour, with ſetting Men looſe from all 
thoſe Reſtraints, which alone can preſerve either private or 
publick Peace and Happineſs; and with introducing ſuch a 
Scene of Venality, Corruption, exorbitant Love of Pleaſure, 

Idleneſs, 


. —— ee eee eee . ˙·: A TER 
e eee E ² 1V — 


(42) 


Idleneſs, Fraud, Violence, and Rapine, as muſt prove fatal 


to any Community, when from Faſhions among the Great, 


they grow into Habits among the Vulgar; and denouncing 
with Aſſurance, that the Ruin of that Nation muſt be at hand, 

when to profeſs ſuch Principles is made a Matter of Credit, 
and to act upon them a Step to Preferment. And hence have 
they painted the Man out in ſuch Colours, as no Title, Place, 


or Power, can make him the Object of Eſteem or Imitation, 


can redeem him from the moſt deſerved Contempt and Infamy. 


But without carrying Matters to the Extremes which the 
confined Education of theſe ill bred People has led them in- 


to, I think it has been abundantly ſhewn, that the Know- 
ledge of theſe elevated Perſonages, with Regard to the Doc- 


trines of Chriſtianity, is often not ſo great, as their high Sta- 


tion in the World may ſeem to inſinuate; and that our Peo- 


ple of lower Rank, ſhould not take their Authority for a ſuffi- 


cient Vindication 'of their Practice; but would do well, 


rather themſelves to examine their Bibles, and ſee what is 


there declared upon this Head. 

And now that I have removed this great dueling Block 
.out of my Way, I proceed to my Proofs about this Matter, 
which will, I hope, ſhew, that no Reaſonings, no Example 
whatſoever, can vindicate that Neglect of our publick Wor- 


ſhip, which is daily encreaſing upon us. But to prevent the 


_ Reader from being made ſick, or ſet aſleep by the 
Diſcourſe, I ſhall make it as ſhort as poſſible, and only hint 
at the great Proofs which I have to give upon this Head : 


And I would entreat him if it be only for Novelty Sake, 


and becauſe he has certainly never read a Sermon in his 


Life, nor heard above one or two ſince he was ten Years 
of Age, not to throw it away at once, but to have the Pati- 
_ ence to ſee and conſider what can be ſaid upon a Subject ſo 


new, and it may be ſo diverting to him. 


It is undeniably manifeſt, that a Belief of Chriſtianity does 
require the Belief of a God who made this World, of a Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt who redeemed it, and of a divine Provi- 


dence conſtantly preſiding over and directing all Things in it; 
and does alſo include a Belief that this God is the greateſt 
Lover of Virtue, and Hater of Vice, and that he will in 


another Lite manifeſt this to an infinite Degree, by puniſhing 
the Wicked, and rewarding the Virtuous according to their 


different Behaviours in this World. This is moſt manifeſt, 
and I think it as plain alſo, that the Foundation upon which 
Chriſtianity, and indeed all Religion both natural and revealed 


is 
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is built, muſt be this; that beſides having an inward Con- 


viction of theſe great Truths in our Minds, we do alſo ſhew 


forth our Belief of them by a Set of outward and viſible Acti- 


ons, which ſhall manifeſt this to the World. 
That we ſhould entertain in our Minds all proper Senti- 


ments of Love, Gratitude, Honour and Obedience to our 


great Maker, Governor, Inſpector, Judge, for all that he has 
done and is ſtill doing for us; that we ſhould make Expreſſi- 
ons of thoſe 'Things, not only from our Minds, but by our 
Bodies alſo, which are a Part of us and partake of his Bene- 


fits, and ſo fall into the Practice of Prayer and outward Ado- 


ration: that it is our Duty to keep up a proper Senſe of them, 


both in ourſelves and others, which, can be done only by 


ſome outward and ſenſible Actions; all theſe Things ſeem 
plainly deducible from Reaſon alone; and we have this 
mighty Confirmation of the Matter, that there never has been 


a People in this World who have not thought and practiſed in 
this Manner: But this 1 is ſtill more clearly made out by 


Revelation. 


As ſoon as Man was s created, a whilſt he was yet in a 
State of Innocence, a Sabbath of publick Reſt was enacted, 
to preſerve and manifeſt Man's Senſe of theſe Obligations, 
and doubtleſs alſo a Sabbath of publick Worſhip, for ſo much 
is neceſſarily implied by the Order, to ſanctify and make holy 
this Day. When Man was fallen, there is as little Doubt 
but Sacrifices were alſo appointed, which we find to have 


been offered immediately after the Fall, and which were ſo 


proper for the Condition of Mankind at that Time; and 
theſe by the Offerings, the Prayers that were wont to be made 


at them, the Prieſt, the Altar, and ſome other Diſtinctions 


made this a ſtil] more open and publick Worſhip of God. 
But if we be any Thing ſhort or obſcure in our Proofs be- 


fore the Law, through the extreme Conciſeneſs of the Hiſto- 
ry which gives us an Account of this Period; all this is a- 


bundantly cleared up by the Fullneſs of the Jewiſh Policy, 
which God afterwards eſtabliſhed by Moſes: For as the whole 
of this was founded upon the Certainly of God's having at 
firſt made the World, and till governing it by a wiſe, good, 
and particular Providence; all of which he had manifeſted by 
a moſt aſtoniſhing Series of Miracles, both in the Delive- 
rance of his People from their Egyptian Bondage, and by 
their Government afterwards in their own Land; fo did this 
Religion abſolutely require that an open, a publick, and an 


avowed A ſhould conſtantly be made of theſe 
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Things; and for this Purpoſe were their Sabbaths, and 
Feaſts of publick Reſt, their Offerings, Sacrifices, Prayers, 
Hymns, their Temple, their Prieſts, their Tythes, and the 
whole of their Conſtitution appointed. 

And Chriſtianity has not made any Repeal in this Law: 
it has indeed by the one infinitely valuable Sacrifice of Chriſt 
upon the Croſs, for ever ſuperſeded all the bloody Rites of 
Mefes, which were in Compariſon but worthleſs Prefigurati- 
ons of 1t; and by the entire Reaſonableneſs and Spirituality of 
it's Service aboliſhed all the carnal and ceremonial Perfor- 
mances of the Jews. But ſtill as the Reaſons for this out- 
ward Profeſſion of our Religion remain good to us Chriſtians, 
ſo are we obliged to make this Profeſſion by the outward 
Means of our Sabbath, and publick Prayers, and the Ad- 
miniſtration of the Sacraments. 

Becauſe our Saviour roſe from the Dead, by which he 
compleated the Redemption of Mankind, on the firſt Day of 
the Week, our Sabbath has been tranſlated from the Jewiſh 
Saturday to the Chriſtian Sunday ; and we Believers in Chriſt 
have not only God's Creation and Government of the World 
to commemorate thereby, but the Redemption of it alſo by 
the Incarnation and Death of his only begotten Son; a new 
and additional Motive this for our diſtinguiſhing this by 
a publick Reſt, and alſo by the great Duty of publick Pray- 
er, without the latter of which, the former indeed would be 
of no Conſequence, nor at all diſcharge the Duty of the Day. 

No ſooner 1s a Chriſtian Church gathered, than they meet 
together in publick Prayer, and that this was a Cuſtom ne- 
ceſſarily to be obſerved by all Chriſtians, we find by the 
| Apoſtles often ſpeaking of it afterwards, giving Directions 
for the more orderly and proper Performance of this Duty, 
commanding us not to forſake it in the moſt dangerous Times 
of Perſecution ; ang by our Saviour's promiſing a moſt graci- 
ous Acceptance of our Service, where Numbers join in the 
Petitions. 

And as Chriſtianity 105 added a new Motive of Gratitude, 
ſo has it alſo furniſhed us with new Means for making our 
publick Acknowledgment to this infinitely gracious God; 
we are admitted into the Chriſtian Covenant by Baptiſm ; 
and as this is an open and publick Rite by which we are all 
united into' one Body, under one Head, ſo does it maniteſtly 
require that we ſhould keep up this Union with him our 
God and Redeemer, and with each other, by ſome joint 
Service which ſhall anſwer to this Purpoſe, and publick 

Prayer 
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Prayer with the other Sacrament, is the only means by which 


we can do this, and is indeed moſt nobly Expreſſive of it. For 
as in the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, we are on the 


one part to make a joint and publick Acknowledgment of our 


being redeemed by the Incarnation and Death of Chriſt, 
upon which this Rite has with St. Paul obtained the Name 
of a Communion, and in our Church is juſtly required not 
to be celebrated but where there is ſome Congregation to 
partake of it; ſo on the other Hand, is it to be a Means of 


uniting us both to our Head and to each other, 1 Cor. x. 


16, 17. And it is only by our Obſervance of theſe Duties, 
that we can keep our ſelves that diſtin& and viſible Peo- 
ple of God, which Chriſtianity requires us to be ; or indeed, 
can at all preſerve or continue according to our moſt indiſ- 
penſible Duty, this Religion in the World. 
Upon the whole then, I think it certain, that no human 
Authority, how great and dignified ſoever, can vindicate 
a Chriſtian in the Neglect of the publick Worſhip of God; 
and that the Wilful and Perſevered in abſenting himſelf 


from this Service, whatſoever the Man himſelf may intend 


by it, is in reality a renouncing of the Death of Chriſt, and 
a caſting away of all Title to his Merits ; the Effects of 
which, we all know, muſt be unavoidable Deſtruction to his 
unhappy Soul. 

Another Thing which I muſt recommend to you, Gentle- 


men, is, that you would again intereſt your ſelves in the Care 


and Management of the Charter Schools. That the Inſti- 


tution of theſe muſt be of the greateſt Advantage, both to 
our Religion and Civil Intereſts, is a Truth ſo univerſally 
confeſſed, that nothing needs be ſaid in the Confirmation of 


it. But this Conviction which had at the firſt ſuch a happy 
Influence upon us, and made us exert our ſelves to fo high 


a Degree in the Propagation and Conduct of them, has, if I 
am rightly informed, began to decreaſe much in its Warmth, 


and is now fallen into ſuch a dead and unreaſonable Languor, 
that hardly any but the Clergy, doat this 'Time, intermeddle 


in theſe Matters. That theſe Gentlemen are above all o- 
thers, fitted for the Government and Inſpection of theſe 


Schools, and that their Management of them has hitherto 
been ſich as to deſerve the Approbation and Thanks of the 
Publick, is a Thing not to be diſputed. 

But Mill your Aſſiſtance will be neceſſary : they can never 
carry them on to their deſired Perfection, without having 
your helping Hands to further their Undertakings, both in 

| ſupporting 
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ſupporting and managing theſe Seminaries, and the Diſpoſal 


of the Children afterwards. 
To any one who is acquainted with the ſeveral Parts of this 


Kingdom, and the Places of our -Charter Schools, it muſt 


appear that there are ſti}! a great many more of them want- 
ing; and that the Fund hitherto granted by Parliament for 
this Intent, 1s not near fo great as the Importance and Uſe- 


fulneſs of the Work deſerves ; your Endeavours therefore 
are ſtill wanting to propagate more of theſe Seminaries, and 
to grant larger Supplies for the Maintenance of them. By 


this means we may hope to ſee even in our own Times, a 
profitable Produce of our Labour; but if we let the Affair 
creep on in the ſame flow and feeble Pace with which 


it has hitherto proceeded, our Childrens Children will but 


begin to experience a little Benefit from it. 
Beſide, your Inſpection of theſe Schools, will in almoſt 


all Places be neceſſary to give Credit to the Buſineſs, 
and to prevent many Abuſes which will otherwiſe creep 


in, in ſpite of all the Care which the Clergy by themſelves 
can take of them ; and your conſtant Attendance at their 
Boards, will take off an Objection which ſome filly, ' or 
evil-minded People have already raiſed againſt this moſt 
uſeful Undertaking, to excuſe I ſuppoſe their not contribut- 
ing to it, that the whole Management of this Aﬀair has now 


got into the Hands of the Clergy, when no Abuſe whatſoever 
has hitherto been diſcovered in their Conduct, when the 
Laity may have as great a Share in it as they pleaſe, and it 
is entirely owing to their own Fault, that the Government 


of theſe Schools is not almoſt wholly in their own Hands. 


And now I might draw to a Concluſion, but in order to 


prevent that Apoſtacy from our Religion, which is ſo very 


| prevalent among our Men of high Rank and Power; or if 
this cannot be done, to put a Stop at leaſt to that unaccountable | 
Ardour with which many of them are ever endeavouring to 
deſtroy our Clergy, and conſequently our Religion; if they 
have not yet conſidered the ineſtimable Benefits which ariſe 
to the Publick, from ſuch an Inſtitution in both theſe Par- 
ticulars, as is eſtabliſhed in our Church, and I may be cer- 
| tain that they never have, I would intreat them to have the 


Patience to let me play the Divine again, and to read in 
the following ſhort Account, a molt imperfect Repreſentation 
of them. 


Let them conſider that we are commanded by this Reli- 


> Sion... to be temperate, chaſt, ſober, contented with our 


own 


— es 


(4) 
own Condition, diligent in our Callings, frugal in our Ex- 
pences, careful and provident for our Families ; to be true and 
honeſt in all our Words and Dealings, tender Hearted, 
loving, charitable, * avoiding every Oppreſſion or Injury, 
bearing our ſelves, that we may forbear with others; extenſive 
to our Power in doing the greateſt Service to each other, even 
to our Enemies, forgiving all Manner of Injuries, and for 
Evil returning Good : if we be in Authority, to govern with the 
ſtricteſt Juſtice, Diligence and a compaſſionate Heart ; and 
wherein ſoever we be in SubjeCtion to give all proper Ho- 
nour to our Superiors, and obey with a chearful Readineſs all 
their lawful Commands: Let them conſider how extreme- 
ly Beneficial theſe Things would prove to the Health, the 
Life, the Peace of Mind, the Quiet, the Fortunes, the Fa- 
milies of our Selves, our Neighbours, and the whole Com- 
munity ; and what innumerable Miſchiefs they would fave 
us from in all theſe Inſtances, and in all theſe Reſpects; 
to what a Degree they would leſſen all theſe Sickneſſes, 
Pains, Wants and Diſcontents that now rage in ſuch Multitudes 
in this unhappy World ; that then there would be no need 
for Penal Laws, Halters and Gibbets, nor any Sufferings by, 
nor any Fear of thoſe Crimes which thoſe Laws were made 
to prevent, the Evils of which, and the Trouble of guard- 
ing againſt them, give us more Vexation and Miſery than 
all the Cares and Misfortunes of the World beſides. Let 
them think of this at the Time when we have ſuch a feel- 
ing Experience of the Truths here laid down. 

Let them conſider that all theſe moſt important Duties, 
are preſſed upon us by the moſt forcible and engaging Motives, 
that reaſonable, and therefore free and accountable Crea- 
tures can be influenced by: That they are laid upon us 

by the Command of that God from whoſe Eyes nothing can 

be hid, to whoſe Power no other Being can make an 

Reſiſtance, and upon whoſe good Pleaſure the Whole of our 
_ Happineſs or Miſery muſt entirely Depend, who has made 
Man not juſt to be born into this World, and immediately 
to die out of it again, but to live for ever in the incon- 
| ceivable Bliſs or Wretchedneſs of another World, who 
has promiſed his higheſt Favour to our Obedience and Vir- 
tue, and threatned his ſevereſt Wrath to our Diſobedience 
and Vice, and has conſtituted Matters in ſuch a Way, both 
by our own Nature and his all perfect Will, that Happineſs 
muſt be the Effect of our good Behaviour, and Miſery the 
Conſequence of that which is Bad; who directs every thing 


in 


(48) 

in this World by his allwiſe and gracious Providence, even 
to the falling of a Hair from off our Head ; who will not 
ſuffer us to be tempted above what we are able to bear, 
who marks, and will call us to an Account, for every one of 
our Actions, and who will in one ſolemn and viſible Judg- 
ment publiſh to the World, and puniſh the Wicked for e- 
very Crime which they have committed, and proclaim and 
reward the Virtuous for every Good they have done, or 
Loſs, or 'Trouble they have ſuffered in the Diſcharge of 
their Duty, and for every Evil they have patiently born in 
this Life. | 

Let them alſo conſider what an immeaſurable Benefit it 
muſt produce to us, to have thoſe things delivered in the cer- 
tain and infinitely amiable Manner, in which Chriſtianity 
has ſet them forth to us, who from our Reaſon are capaci- 
| tated to know our God and our Obligations to him, and by this 
and the ſtrongeſt Propenſity of our Nature are made, to 
reverence, love and fear him; to expect another and an 
endleſs Life after this; and to hope and rejoice in 
his Favour, and to expect and tremble at the Vengeance 
which he will inflict upon the Wicked, in it; what an im- 
meaſurable Benefit it muſt be to have us treated in all 
theſe Matters, with ſuch an inconceivably affectionate and 
condeſcending Deference to all our Wants, Weakneſſes and 
Imperfections, as is the beſt fitted that is poſſible to ſecure 
our eternal Salvation in the next Life, and to fill us with 
all thoſe Comforts which ſuch an aſſured Hope mult neceſ- 
ſarily produce in this. OY 
| To have an Attonement of infinite Value made for 
the Sins of us Sinners, by the Incarnation and Death of 
the only begotten and eternal Son of the Father, which 1s 
more than ſufficient to ſatisfy for the Tranſgreſſions of the 
whole World, and certain to procure our Pardon upon our 
Repentance and Reformation; to have a Mediator of infinite 
Power, Purity and Merit, to intercede for us to our God, and 
preſent our imperfect Petitions to him, who is too juſt and 
holy to ſuffer the Approach of our wretched Impurity, and 
to make us fit for his Mercy and Acceptance by waſhing us 
clean in his own all-purifying Blood ; to have our corrupt- 
ed and weak Nature renewed and ſtrengthened by the Inſpi- 
ration of his own bleſſed and eternal Spirit, whoſe holy 
Influences are ever preſent to preſerve us from Evil, and guide 
us to that which is Good; to be enabled by theſe Means, 
boldly to put up our Petitions to the Throne of Grace, for 
every Thing we would obtain or avoid, with a certainty of 

Toa — being 


„ 
being heard in them all, ſo far as they are good for us; 
to have ſuch an imperfect Service and Obedience as we can 
give accepted of for our Salvation, to have our Sins for- 
given upon our Repentance, and our Return to our Duty, 
taken at our Hands, inſtead of the conſtant Performance of 
it; and finally, to have him to judge us, and to deſide our 
Fate for ever, who, from being equal with God, emptied 
himſelf, and became equal to Man in all the Imperfections of 
of his Nature, Sin only excepted, who was tempted as we 
are, and experimentally knows all our Weakneſſes, and who 
by all theſe Means has given ſuch inconceiveable Inſtances 
of his Love to Man, and moſt earneſt Defire of his Sal va- 
tion. Theſe are things ſo amazingly fitted to our preſent 
Condition, as muſt for ever remove from us all gloomy Ap- 
prehenſions of our being deſerted by our God, or of being made 
miſerable by his Judgment, except we do by our own Hands 
draw down his unwilling Vengeance upon our ungrateful 
and profligate Heads. Let them conſider that we have in- 
deed by theſe Means, ſuch an undoubted Certainty of our 
Salvation for ever, if we will live up to the eaſy Terms 
of the Goſpel, as may fill our Lives with the moſt exalted 
Hope and Joy; and finally, when the laſt Scene of theſe 
tranſitory Things approaches, and we come to ſink under that 
Mortality which muſt unavoidably remove us hence; as it has 
all the former Generations of men, as may cauſe us to be- 
hold our approaching Death, without any of that Dread 
which meer unaſſiſted Nature muſt have at the Thought of 
ſinking into nothing, or of that infinitely worſe Horror 
which muſt ariſe in the Mind at the Proſpect, or even doubt, 
of falling into never-ending and irretrievable Miſery ; this 


Hope which may on the contrary bear us up even in the Ago- 


nies of Death, with this infinitely rapturous Aſſurance, that we 
are only haſtening through a dark and ſhort Paſſage, into 
the Arms of our moſt merciful and loving God and Saviour, 
there for ever free from all Danger, Fear or Pain, to be 
bleſſed in his Preſence with Life, Light, Glory and Hap- 

pineſs inconceivable and everlaſting. os 
Lt it be conſidered that the Clergy are to teach all thoſe 
Things to their People, to ſee that they be inſtructed in them 
from their very Infiancy, to do all that they can.to gain them 
an entire Influence over the Whole of their Lives and all their 
Actions, and this not only in their private Exhortations, but 
much more by their publick Offices in the Church, which 
beſides the mighty Force n have to direct them 
| | to 
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to Virtue, are alſo moſt powerful to bring down the divine 
Bleſſing upon them in all their Undertakings: that the 


Clergy are obliged to do this, not only by the Laws of the 


Land, which have given them their Maintenance for this 
Purpoſe, but more eſpecially by the moſt powerful Com- 
mands of their God, who hath put them into this Miniſtry 
with this Intention; a Miniſtry which, by having voluntarily 
taken upon themſelves, they are obliged faithfully to diſ- 
charge, by all the Ties of Conſcience, to God and Man. 


Let them conſider, that there is hereby a little Policy eſtab- 
iſhed in every Diſtrict or Pariſh, whereby the Inhabitants 


of it have generally a Man of Senſe, Learning and Virtue, 


to watch over them for their Good; who beſides all pub- 
lick Offices and weekly calling them together, for their 
Inſtruction in Religion and Virtue and the publick Worſhip 
of their God, which muſt in many Inſtances be of the 


greateſt Benefit to the Civil Society, is to viſit them in their 


Sickneſs, to comfort them by his Advice in any Diſtreſſes, 


and to help them in their Prayers; and by theſe Means 


to fit them for Heaven and Happineſs, if they ſhould die; 
and if they ſhould recover, by making uſe of thoſe tender 


Moments which their Sickneſs muſt produce, to reclaim 
them to Virtue, and make them worthy to live, by be- 


coming a Bleſſing to themſelves and the World. How far 
both they and the Community they belong to, muſt be 


benefitted by ſuch Services, is eaſily to be perceived, and 


| ſurely he who hath neither Religion or Goodneſs himſelf, 
would be glad to ſee them univerſally embraced by others, 
for certain ſelf-intereſted Reaſons not neceſſary to be 


* 


mentioned. n 

Let them conſider that this Man is obliged by his Office 
to be more beneficent than others; that by the Diſcharge 
of it, he muſt have a ſufficient Opportunity of knowing who 


are in reality the greateſt Objects of Compaſſion ; that by 
What he himſelf can give, or by the Aſſiſtance which he 
can procure from others, he may frequently cure them of 
their Sickneſs, and relieve them in their Wants; that in 


every Pariſh there is hereby a little Oeconomy eſtabliſhed, 


wherewith a conſiderable Number of the moſt deſerving Poor 


are maintained, who without this would be left quite deſti- 
tute, and that in ſuch a Manner, as to encourage in the 


mean while both Induſtry and Religion in them, inſtead of 


that Idleneſs and Vice which ſuch neceſſitous Circumſtances 


are apt to beget. Let my Gentlemen conſider of all theſe 


Things, 


„ 
Things, and then reflect what they are doing, who endea- 
vour to deſtroy ſuch an Inſtitution as this is in every Parti- 
cular, that they may introduce they know not what, to be 


ſure no Kind of Religion in its Place, and then think what a 


return they deſerve from the World for ſuch an Attempt. » 
When Archbiſhop Tillolſon had given an Account of the: 
Nature of God, he concludes, that to baniſh fuch a Being 
from the World, would be as melancholy a Thought as to 
extinguiſh the Sun; which every Body knows to be the great 


material Parent of Light, Suſtenance, Life, Being, and 


all Happineſs on this Earth. A noble Expreſſion this! and 
it is juſt as it is ſtrong and beautiful; but it is ſo, becauſe he 


has not given us ſuch a Repreſentation as Bolingbrooke, 


Shafteſbury, Tindal, Hume, &c. or even what human Reaſon 


itſelf can draw, of the divine Nature; but ſuch as Chriſti- 


anity has ſet him forth to us, and I have endeavoured to 


deſcribe him in ſome of his Ordinances. And this Truth is 
in Effect acknowledged by Lord Bolingbrocte himſelf, who 


confeſſes, that he would be as bad a Politician who. ſhould 
deny the Truth of the more material Part of theſe Things; 
namely, of the Attention given by God to Virtue and Vice, 
and the endleſs and inconceivable Retribution that he will 


reward them with in another Life, as he would be a bad 


Philoſopher who ſhould believe them. Thoughtleſs or de- 
teſtible Reaſoner! Who has himſelf applied all his great 


Abilities, to do this very Thing which he acknowledges to 


be ſo prejudicial to Mankind ; who has by this Means de- 
graded us into an Equality with, nay, into an Inferiority to 
the Beaſts themſelves; for Reaſon without Religion is only 


a dangerous Weapon put into Mens Hands, to do Miſchief 


with, both to ourſelves and others; and who is fo weak as 
not to ſee, that this muſt, upon his own Principles, be a Proof 
of this very Thing, which he thus with equal Stupidity and 
Wickedneſs denies. For either this will diſprove the Being 


of a God, which he all along declares for, or it will de- 


monſtrate that a Belief which is ſo generally and greatly 
beneficial to his Creatures, muſt be true. For to make them 
in ſuch a Manner, as that they ſhall univerſally be benefitted 
by that which is falſe, is a_Suppoſition utterly repugnant to 
his Goodneſs or Truth, and inconſiſtent with that Perfec-- 
tion, which the divine Nature muſt moſt neceſſarily poſſeſs. 


Beſides, is not Politicks, truly ſo called, an eſſential Branch 
of true Philoſophy ? If it is, what means a Diſtinction, which 


makes 
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makes that right in neceſſary Politicks, which i is wrong in 
true Philoſophy ? 


Indeed the very many and great Benefits which muſt ariſe 
to the World from ſuch a Religion, and the prodigious Miſ- 


chiefs which muſt be occaſioned by the deſtroying of it, 


altho' there were no juſt Providence to puniſh ſuch a deteſt- 
able Apoſtacy, and by theſe Means the ſetting Men looſe 


from all Reſtraints, to be governed only by their brutiſh 
Appetites and Paſſions, are fo very glaring and manifeſt, that 


it would be incredible, if we did not know it to be Fact, that 
Men of high Fortune and Rank, and pretendedly of a ſu- 
perior Underſtanding and Knowledge, ſhould attempt to 
aboliſh this Religion, and more eſpecially ſhould do this 


woith all imaginable Eagerneſs, as a Work highly honourable 


to the Doer, and beneficial to the reſt of Mankind. 
But to render this Attempt ftill more odious, let theſe 


Gentlemen conſider what Motive it is that urges them to 
make it. For if it ſhould proceed from an inconſiderate 


Vanity of getting into the Mode, or of making themſelves 
paſs for extraordinary Wits; and much more; if it ſhould 
ariſe from Malice to the Clergy, or from a Deſire to give 


up all Hopes of an Hereafter, that they may quietly indulge 


in their moſt ſhameful Vices here, or from their having 


already gone to ſuch a length in them, as that they cannot 
think of retreating, nor reflect without Horror on meeting 
with any Retribution for their Actions; or if it be with an 


Intent to deſtroy the Proteſtant Religion, in order to intro- 


| duce another Kind of Chriſtianity, which it is not as yet ſafe 


for them to name; if the Attempt ſhould proceed from 
any of thoſe Motives, and I am much miſtaken if, upon 
ſearching their Hearts, they can find any better for it, their _ 
Behaviour is then ſo very baſe and deteſtable, as to deſerve 
not the Imitation or Eſteem, but the FO and Abhor- 


rence of all Mankind. 


And now poſſibly it may be ſafe for me to kink, that it 
would be a good Expedient inſtead of diſtreſſing the Clergy, 
to provide Glebes and Glebe Houſes for thoſe of them who. 


have none, and are too poor to bear the Expence of Build- 


ing for themſelves. To Force thoſe of the ſmalleſt Incomes, 


and which are alſo ſo generally ill paid, to expend a whole 
Year's Revenue upon this Work, would put thoſe poor 


People to ſuch Difficulties, that I cannot but think that 


Bill was juſtly rejected, which would have laid them under 
ſo cruel a Hardſhip; but to enable them by ſome other 


Means 
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Means to reſide in their Pariſhes, although it might make 
your Tenants pay ſomething more for their Tythes; would 
be of ſo great Advantage to the Proteſtant Religion, that it 
muſt greatly over-balance in the Breaſt of any Man who 
has the leaſt Regard for it, the little Inconveniency which 
might ariſe from the other Circumſtance. 

But to conclude, if it ſhall ſeem to any of my Readers, 
that I have ſometimes wandered from my Purpoſe, I have 
this to ſay in my own Defence, that the Increaſe of Inh- 
delity and Irreligion, is a ſure way to the Increaſe of Popery 
alſo; that he is, in my Eyes, no more to be reckoned a 
Proteſtant who renounces the Faith of Chriſt, than he 
who believes the Pope to be the infallible Head of the 
Church ; that to abandon the outward Profeſſion of Chri- 
ſtianity, muſt ſoon draw after it an Inſenſibility of, and an 
Indifference to, all Religion; and at the long run muſt Oc- 
caſion, either a Retreat into Popery, or a Progreſs into Un- 
belief; that however, we are at this Time in more imme- 
diate Danger of loſing our Proteſtant Faith by falling into 
Infidelity, than by any direct Attempts which can be made 
againſt us by the Church of Rome; and that as the People 
of that Perſuaſion have no Idea of a Church, where no 
viſible Profeſſion is made of ſome Religion, and indeed of 
that which is Chriſtian, it muſt, in the higheſt Degree, be 
prejudicial to the Cauſe of the Reformation, to have our 
publick Worſhip generally deſerted; and much more to 
have it, upon all Occaſions, treated with Indignity and 
Contempt. - N 
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